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THE Merit of this Tract will not be ſeen by. . 
- Hy Reader; every Article of it contains Matter for : oy 
much Conſideration, and ſhews the Author to have 
been well acquainted with his ſubject. It was writs © 
ten by Dr Chandler, but not publiſhed till it * 1 
been reviled.by- ſome other Dentin Minadty- -/ 1 
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INTRODUCTION. 


s 1 was bord 41 parents, ks pat the Chriſtiah i 
Name, and was kaſtruckel by them from my ear- 


heſt infancy in the principles and duties of Chriſtianity, _ 
though this in itſelf is no reaſan Why I ſhould believe _ 
and ſubmit to it; yet [ think in gratitude to them for 152 
their care in my education, and from the deference 1 
coe to their natural authority over me, I am bound to 
cxamine the Religion in which. they have brought me 


up, that I may know whether it be conſiſtent with the 


| truth and reaſon of things, and conſequently worthy. of 2 


my acceptation and belief. 


J am, indeed, abundently perſuaded; that religion ought 


to be my own free and rational choice, and that convie- 


tion and not human authority, muſt be the rule of my - 


2 judgment concerning it; and as I was directed by my 


parents to examine and judge for my ſelf, and find the 
_ Chriſtian Religion in particular appealing to the reaſon 


and conſciences of mankind, I have endeavoured to make 


the moſt impartial enquiry 1 1 am WIE of, and bans 5 


| as ſtricteſt examination. 1555 


. The reaſon * my 12850 Fs me, that hene is A 2 


God, 5. e. an eternal, all-perfe& Being, the original cauſe 
and preſerver of all things, the great author of all the re- 
5 lations and EN of N d each A, the 
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1 das; Pom Weber, . abt natural wall; and . 
461d Tag EM vernour of all the reaſonable creations lh 
From hence it follows, that all creatures who are as: 
TN of underſtanding their derivation from him, their depen- 
Aance on him, and their relation to him, are indiſpenſably- 
And neceſſarily oblige {to pay him thoſe e e e 

1 * 1 and ſervices, which reſult from, and are ſuitable and 

Proper to their reſpective circumſtaces and conditions. 
aug by conſequence religion, i. e. the worſhip and ſer=. 
vice of God, is the neceffary duty of every reaſonable 
creature, and ought to be maintained and kept up in the 
world ; and 3 man in particular is bound to youve 
choice of that re igion, 1 which appears to him moſt con- 
Sonant to reaſon, and to carry in it the moſt evident 
marks of its 1 from God, and aſt AIR, to bis 
td 855 nature and will. JJ 
W . ks I End t Shoe: los is cok ele duty of's e- 
n very reaſonable creature, ſo I am farther convinced of my 
— cbligation! to make uſe of all the helps I can, to _— g 
ſtand wherein the nature of it doth conſiſt. And 
enquiry, I can think of but two ways by Which 1 4 
come to the knowled ge of it; and theſe are either the  \ 
dictates of my un mi, and reaſon, or ſome informati- bs . 
ons, diſcoveries and revelations from God; the 1 b. 
jet of my religious wWorſhip. a 
8 - The reaſon ef my mind is that which 14 me ca- 
3 pable of difcerning what is fit and unfit in diſpoſition and 
We. ' behaviour; and from hence I derive the notion, and infer 
1 = © the reality of moral obligation: and when I farther aß. 
. ger the firſt independent mind as the author of theſe 
lations, and fitneſſes which ariſe from them, I am convins 
ced that, it is his will that I ſhould act ſuitable to _ . 
and that I offend when I do not; and from bence I infer 
the certainty of religious obligation. And fince this mo- 
ral and religious obligation owes ith riſe only to my re- 
5 0 flections upon the nature of man, and the relation ] ſand | - 
"ah in to God and other beings, this is properly natural reli. | 
gion, or the religion of Nature. 
Now tho' the religion of Nature be prior to * «. . 
RE. tinct from revealed, religion, and gives the characters by 
8 which we are to Judge of Un wal of revelation 3 yet mor 
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1 — of it, ad W bere che lots — a di- 


vine revelation, to lead men into a due ae of he 


principles, duties, and advantages of religion, appears; 
From that groſs ignorance of God, and duty, which 
ſprung from the general. corruption and degeneracy of 
mankind which rendered it highly improbable that any 


one in ſuch circumſtances ſhould ariſe, who ſhould be a- 
ble to make the neceſſary discoveries of God and his per- 
| fections, and with clearneſs and ſolidity to eee 18 


men's obligations in their proper extent and compaſs; a 
leaſt not without thoſe mixtures of weakneſs and Aar 
ſtition, which might occaſion the vicious and prejudiced 


WM diſregard his. inſtructions, ind thay _ the 8 


a ſucceſs of them. 


But if we could ſuppoſe his aok; to bs pure and 
unmixed, it is not probable, they would have a general 


or indeed any conſiderable influence over the ſtrong g byaſs 


that vice univerſally practiſed had given to men, Without 
che marks of a proper authority to awaken them to con- 
ſideration; eſpecially as tnoſe doctrines could not but 
want the motives and ee anne 2 


5 wa an effect. 


Tis indeed probable, that in ſach.. 4 btbntiag men Fo 
might be led to ſee, that by acting contrar y.to the reaſon. 


95 be. fitneſs of things they bad offended the firſt and moſt 


| habits, and attain to the contrary habits of virtue. 


However, if we could ſuppoſe men by fuch a fear af. 

5 puniſhment perſuaded to repentance, i. e. to ceaſe from 
acting contrary to the fitneſs of things, and to conform 

_ - themſelves: for the future to it; their former violations 
of this unalterable law of reaſon would remain, and 


can't in ſtrict ſpeaking be undone, by any better behavi- 


,qur afterwards ; and of conſequetice their fears of Pu- 


niſhment ae , remain. 


If we ſuppoſe that men's natural notions of che divine 


elch, and the Larven that * exerciſes 1 in the 


N 
wy, . 


perfect mind; the natural conſequence of this would be 

fear of puniſhment. | This fear muſt be infinite. and 
boundleſs, as the power of God is conctived to be unli- 
mited, and the nature and duration of the punimment 
would be abſolutely unknoyn. A coneideration highly | 

Aisfavourable to all endeavours to break off their finful. 
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of 3 1 his 8 would lead en to think it 


dreaded puniſhment; ſuch probability would in the na- 
ture of things be mixed with the greateſt uncertainty, e- 


imperfect; and therefore there would 
poicions Whether it be conſiſtent with the wiſdom of che 
| ſupreme governour, entirely to remit the puniſhment s 
due to ſuch repeated offences. ; 


a new ſtate of far trial. it „ 5 


4 | * 4 0 
— 1 7 1 +3 
a . Ae. * 
7 8 
is 7 
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probable that repentance would ſecure them from the 


ſpecially becauſe upon conſideration, men, in the circum- 
ſtances we now place them, would find, after all, their 


deviations: from the law of reaſon man of, and heir virtue 
ilE be uneaſy ſuſ- 


If we ſuppoſe that men might reaſon- een into 


- this frm perſuaſi jon and hope, that a return to a ſinete, 
tho' imperfect virtue, would ſecure them from the de- 
| ſervedevil; yet this will not lay a ſolid foundation w expect 


that happineſs, and thoſe marks of the divine favour, 


which might have been hoped for, if there had been no 


deviations from the rule of right and fit. Here the light 
of nature is at an entire loſs, and can never give men the ; 


neceffary aſſurances in this important article. 


If it ſhould appear inconſiſtent with the peter of. 


deity. not to make a diſtinction between thoſe who return 
to virtue, and thoſe who obſtinately continue to act con- 
trary to the fitneſs of ting 83 yet 5 

of doing it, will ſtill remain doubtful and uncertain, this 
being wholly dependant on the unknown pleaſure and 
wiſdom of God. And of conſequence the light of na- 


ture cannot determine, whether an imperfect virtue may 


not have ſuitable degrees of puniſhment in another 

State; or if the probability ſhould preponderate on the 
other. fide, that God would reward a ſincere, tho' imper- 
fect virtue, reaſon could never aſſure us, of what nathre = 


that reward ſhould be, nor how long its continuance. 
As every man finds himſelf liable, to death, a reſur- 


rection could ſcarcely be made appear by the light of 
nature probable, | W 155 leſs a ret 
with ſuch favourable alterations as the chriſtian religion 

| diſcovers. In a word, if the light of nature could affure 

me of a future ſtate, it could never make me certain that 


rrection accompanied 


it ſhould be a ſtate of rewards, ſince the virtue of this 
life is ſo very imperfect, that the other life * nog 


e degree and manner 


3 


it ſhould be a ſtate of recompence; yet wherein the re- 


certainty: the conſequence of which is, that men would 
want the proper arguments and motives to become vir- 


unlimited power. 


being al 
Put if; it could go ſo far as to render it robalite; that” 


wards of it conſiſt, and how long their continuance” and 5 
duration ſhall be, it is fo little capable of giving any diſ- 
tint account of, that the greateſt and wiſeſt of men, 


who had no other guide but this, appear to have lived os 1 
and died in the greateſt uncertainties about them; a full „ 


proof that the light of nature is not ſufficient to 44" "oi 
us in theſe important articles, with any clearneſs and 


tuous with ſteadineſs and conſtancy, againſt all the diffi- 1 
culties and temptations, on, a. :. general: and univerſal 1 
"TT. | V | 5 . 
III. Since 3 BY e diy: of my dn 
appears thus greatly defective, and inſufficient, I have 
conſidered the other method of diſcovering the will of 
God, and the principles and duties of religion, viz. im- 
me revelation from God himſelf ; and as this in- 
volves no contradiction in the nature of the thing, it 
muſt be poſſible to him, to whom belongs ſupreme and 
Shall not he that made the eye ſee ? ä 
that gave us all our converſable powers, ſhall he not ; = 


able to converſe with us himſelf? Shall not the father 


of ſpirits, who is intimately preſent to every being, have 


an acceſs to his own offspring, ſo as to aſſure the mind, 


that it is he himſelf by ſuch evidence, as ſhall make E i 5 
_ unreaſonable to deny, or impoſſible to doubt it? If men 
can make themſelves known, and diſcover their ſecret © 
thoughts to each other, ſurely God can make himſelf 
known to men; elſe we muſt ſuppoſe his power more 
bounded than theirs, and that he wants a real perſeftion | ve; 
_ which they are poſſeſſed of. 8 
And as this is poſſible, my reaſon farther tells me, 


'tis highly deſirable, the better to inſtruct me what God ö : ; 5 


is, and what I am my ſelf; what I muſt do, and what 1 ſhall 
be; to ſave men the labour of a flow and tedious com- 
pals ol . obſervation, experience, and argument, which 
every one is not fit for, and which thoſe who are, would 
be glad to be aſſiſted in; to free me from the uncertain- 
ties and fears of my 1 mind, that ln from the conſciouſ- . 
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n of nk the ſenſe of f. m being . 1 "OY 
apprehenſions I have of a future ſtate z to regulate my 


conduct, and guide me with ſafety in the midſt; of pre- 
on valling i ignorance and darkneſs, the miſtakes and corrup- 

tions of mankind, the ſnates of bad examples, and the 2 
numerous temptatidns to fally and vice z to eſtabliſh mW 
hopes, by fixing the xule o. worſhip, ſettling the conditi- 
ons of pardon, aſſuring me of neceſſary aſſiſtance, and 


4 


promiſing ſuch rewards as are proper to ſupport me un- 


der all the difficulties of my preſent duty. Theſe things 
the avorld, by 40 i/dom| knew not, they were vain and miſ- 


taken in their imaginations, apd their fooliſh heart Was 


| darkened. 
And as 0. a revelation is ; both poſſible and Sutra” 


the probability that there hath been one, may be fairly © 
argued from the univerſal ignorance and corruption that 
| hath overſpread the world, the characters of God as Fa- 
ther and Governour of mankind, the acknowled 5 
goodnefs and equity of bis nature, the ſudden and a 


Wo reformation: that hath once been in the NN | 
_ the numerous pretences that have beer made to revela= 
tion in all ages and nations, Which ſeem to argue the ge- 
1 conſent of mankind, as to the expediency and re- 
_ ality of it, and its neceſſity to give Renee its 1 80 A 


e authority, and force. 


If then there be any religion * the 1 that a Y 
makes Out its title to be a revelation from God, by ſuc 


. — 
*; ap 


internal characters belonging to it, and fuch external 


proofs attending it, Which are fit and proper in them- 
ſelves to convince a reaſonable and impartial enquirer, 
and mak be juſtly expected in a matter of ſuch im * 


tance; Jam bound to acknowledge and ſubmit to ſuc 


Reſigns, and to receive it under the honourable 1 1 
ter of a divine revelation. And as the Chriſtian Religi- 15 


on makes its pretenſions to ſuch a character and authori 


Ws I have endeavoured fairly to examine the proofs and 


cxidence that attend it, as they are contain d in thofe 
books which are known by the name of the New Teſta- 


ment, to which chriſtians appeal, as to the infallible rule 


of their faith and practice, and the ſole judge of all con- 


troverſies in their religion. . VP: * FR * : 


* , L kind, 


ber a Chrifian. 
IV. That hes is the higheſt makes to an 1 


| theſe books are authentic and genuine, there being the 
ſame, or rather greater proofs,. of their being written by 
the perſons whoſe, names they bear, and to whom they 


are aſcribed, than any other ancient books have, tho? of 


| the cleareſt credit, and moſt unqueſtionable authority. 
This is ſupported by the teſtimony of many writers, who 


either were the contemporaries of the authors of the 
books of the New Teſtament, or lived immediately after 


them ; who, frequently quote and refer to them, both a- 
mongſt chriſtians themſelves, who tranſcribe many parts 
of them in their works, and amongſt the Jews and Hea- 

_ thens, who expreſly mention them as the authors of the 
books aſcribed to them, tho” they had the greateſt averſi. 
on to the chriſtian religion, has intereſt obliged them 

= diſprove it, and they had all the opportunity and 
power in their hands to do it. So that here there is an 
_ _ univerſal agreement, without any ORE A or * | 

tenſion to other authors. ; 


That the accounts they have given us in theſe — 


=] ings are genuine and true, I argue from the rene 15 
and circumſtances of the writers themſelves. They were 


perſons of undoubted integrity, as appears by the inno- 


cence of their lives, their ſolemn appeals to God, the 
ſtrict obligations they were under to truth by the princi- 
pies. of their own. religion, their inculcating truth and 
ncerity upon others by the nobleſt motives, their hav- 
ing no worldy intereſt to byaſs them, and their chear- 
Full ſealing the teſtimony they gave by their blood 


ey had the moſt certain knowledge of the things t 


which they wrote, which were either doctrines that they | 
received immediately from Chriſt himſelf, or the inſpira- 
tion of his Spirit ; or facts, done in their own times, hs 

and of which they were either eye-witnefſes, or princi- 

pal agents, and which have been preſerved by public me- 


morials and ſolemn rites, that have obtained! in al ages 9 
of the Chriſtian Church. : 


Their education, capacities, and. clorunſtances ef life, 


bender d it impoſſible for them to invent ſo rational, 5 
conſiſtent and grand a ſcheme as the chriſtian religion 
contains; they wrote at divers times and places, upon 
* * ſudden 9 and A oat 


{ 


2 — 
1 FR 
* 

1 
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271 | 
\'\ 


3 , which prevented ay reaſonable beit, 2 


go of combinatians or united . 


The ſeyeral accounts they give of the Neale, and af- + 


. fairs of the time in which, according to their Jen rela- 

tion, the things Ho, report, happened, entirely agree 
with other writers, 

very ſtrong Fee of their being authentic and 
agreeable to truth. 


undoubted authority, Which is a 


That theſe writings are ſtill \ke tine) without any vs 5 


L terial alterations, i is evident from the great valu ab ere 
- { al gg have been always in amongſt Chriſtians, who 
ever e 
and the ground of their comfort and hope ; from t their 
being publickly read in the chriſtian churches, as a part "Y 
| of their. ſolemn worſhip; their being early tranſlated 0 
from authentic copies, which long continued in the 
Chriſtian Church, into molt of the known languages K 1 
"8 


ecmed” therm äs the rule of their faith. aud life, 2 


the world, and the harmony and agreement of ſu 


tranſlations 3 from the quotations made from them, ſtill 
remaining in ancient writers; from the conſtant appeals 
made to them by the various ſects, that appeared' amonegft 
chriſtians, in all matters controverted by them; for which 
reaſon. they could not be corrupted in any material 
Points, either by common conſent, or by any particular 
Parties amongſt themſelves. So that they have no marks 
of fraud and impoſture upon them, but are attended 


with every character of their being genuine and pure; 
and have been handed down in the main without any 


adulteration or mixture, thro many ſucceſſions of ages, 


zotwithſtanding the violence of perſecution, the ſtrict 


05 ſea ch and enquiry into them, the errors and corrupt 1s. 


that have been introduced'into the church, the intereſt” of 


crafty, ſuperſtitious, and deſigning men to add or to 
take from them, and the endeavours of tyrants utterly to 
deſtroy them, by their own. intrinſic exellency and evi- 


dence, and the tyecial protection and care * . 


F 


Upon 1 e 1 am att" convin- ; 


ced, that the books of the New "Teſtament have all the 
5 idence which any ancient writings have or can have, 
"+ obs their being authentic. and genuine; and that there- 
5 fore tis vhreafona ble 90 call his ma iter into queſtic on, 5 


0 


nga cb. 1 ut 
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. fo man any. other, writings are ds owned 
upon much leſs evidence; no man of common ſenſe pre- 
_ tending to doubt of the genuineneſs and truth of them. 

And therefore, whatſover account theſe writings give of | 
the nature of the Chriſtian Religion, I am bound to re. 
ceive as the true account, and to examine its authority a2 
by thoſe facts, which they relate as the proper evidence 
and proof of it. Now as I ſhould naturally expect to 
find in a revelation that is really from God, ſuitable and 

worthy accounts of his W and attributes ; fo | 


2 "7 tber find to my great latisfaQtion; that he. 
Ways ſpoken of God in the chriſtian revelation, are 
ſuitable to thoſe notions of him, which I can prove the 
truth of by the reaſon of my own mind, and which have 
been entertained by the wiſeſt and beſt. of men in all 
= and nations of the world. The light of nature can 

rmly demonſtrate, and the moſt thoughtful and learn. 
ed heathens have agreed in, the neceſſity of God's ex- 
iſtence, the abſolute perfection of his nature, his im- 
menſity and abſolute unchangeableneſs ; his comprehen- ' 
ſive knowledge, his infinite wiſdom, and his almighty 
power; the rectitude of his nature, his boundleſs and 
extenſive goodneſs, and his impartial 25 Dre juſtice; 
his being the creator of the world; his being the ſu- 
preme Lord and governor of univerſal nature, and the 
father and friend of mankind ; his being a lover of . 
tue, and determined finally to accept and reward it. 
Now the records of the chriſtian revelation are ſo far | 

From containing any thing contrary to theſe apprehen- 

ſions, that they confirm, enlarge and "enforce them. 

They ſpeak of his neceſſary exiſtence in a noble and 

_ comprehenſive Way. They deſcribe him as filling all 

things, and as without the leaſt variableneſs or ſhadow of 1 

turning. As the King immortal, inviſeble, and eternal. s 

having life in himſelf. As the ſearcher of the heart, „ 

and knowing all things. As God only, i. e. fu . 
infinitely wife. As irreſiſtible in power. As abſolutely 

holy. As rich in goodneſs. As juſt in his ptocedure. 

As the creator of the worlds viſtble and inviſible. As 

upholding all things by the word of his power. As the 

_ obſerver of men's 9 a lover of their virtue, and” 

3 2 45 N | 
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1 ready to aſſiſt them in it and reward it. It gives the no- 
11 9 5 bleſt repreſentations of his claims of worſhip and obedi- 
=: egnce from all his reaſonable creatures, of his | peculiar 
=_ --:- love to mankind, and his eſpecial favour to all the vir- 
j' ,  tuous and good, It deſcribes him to our minds as ſeated 
=: on his throne of grace, as ſending a perſon of the high- 
b. eſt character, to lead men by his example and inſtructi- 
3 a8 9 ons to knowledge and 725 to peace of conſcience and 
j eternal | happineſs. As diſpenſing by him pardon to the 
—_ . 5 penitent, comfort to the afflicted, hope to the miſerable, 
_:.- and life to ſinners under the condemnation of ſin and death. 
4 s˖ having appointed a day for univerſal judgment, as. 
7 jucdging all in righteouſneſs according to their deeds, 
And the advantages they enjoy, as the final puniſher of 
"= Ws the impenitently wicked, and as the everlaſting portion 
=. and reward of all, who by a patient continuance in well 
doing, ſeek after glory, honour and immortality.  'Theſe re- 
preſentations of God my mind and reaſon highly ap- 
prove of, and when I read them in the chriſtian records, 
they awaken my admiration, fill my ſoul with warmeſt 
love, and excite within me a becoming reverence. and 


— if 


o 


=_ IAC E Chriſtian Religion gives the nobleſt re- 
El 5 preſentations of the attributes of God, I farther find 
J . that it requires the moſt rational and excellent worſhip 
1 of him, the qvor/hippers whom the Father declares he now 
Feels, being ſuch only as worſvip him in ſpirit and truth. 
The rule of the goſpel] extends only to decency and or- 
der, but contains no directions about external pomp and 

Bd: pageantry. The method of worſhip it preſcribes is mot 
. | ſo much by poſitive rites and ceremonies, that have no 
|  - - intrinſic worth and excellency in them as by a ſteady 

| belief and . worthy apprehenſions of his perfeCtions and 
= providence, by fervent love, by reverence and godly fears 
= by hope in his mercy, by ſubmiſſion to his will, by the 
| © _  facrifice of a broken and contrite heart, by gratitude, a- 
= dcocration, and praiſe, and by fervent humble ſupplication 
= and prayer. In a word, by the exerciſe of all holy diſ- 5 
EE: poſitions, by purity of ſoul, and a conſtant careful imita= - 

ion of God in all the virtues, of an holy life. ; 

I find all the writings of the New Teſtament abound 

5 TI | * 
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75 


with precepts of this kind; and a8 to fuch poſitive | 
inſtitutions as are enjoined by ity they are but few, 
and theſe not burthenſome in their | obſervance, not 
pompous and coſtly, not iodine to and encouraging of 
en but plain and ſignificant, deſigned either to 
repreſent the peculiar purity of the chriſtian profeſſion, 
when men take it on them, or as memorials. to perpe- 
tuate the remembrance of thoſe important facts, upon 
| . the certainty and knowledge of which the authority and 
efficacy of Chriſtianity doth entirely depend: and at the ,, OE. 
ſame time ſuited in every part of them to promote the 


| purpoſes of piety, and univerſal feryent charity; ap- 
pointed as obligations upon men to be more careful 
and exemplary in their behaviour, and to abound in 
all the virtues of a good life; and to aſſure them on 
the part of God, that if they act agreeable to their 
obligations and profeſſions as chriſtians, they thall be 
made partakers of the moſt valuable and durable bleſſ- 
ings in his a kingdom and glorxy. 


And tho! theſe inſtitutions are ſupported by the zu. 
thority of an expreſs command, yet in order: to prevent 
all poſſible abuſe of them, the Chriſtian Religion farther 


expreſsly declares, that whatever claims men may here= 


| and well approved of (by my jndgment and conſcience. | 


ö | neſs, the worldly proſperity, the peace and ſatisfaction 


after make to the rewards of a better world, from their 
having worn the name of Chriſt, or enjoy d the external 
privileges of his religion, they ſhall not be accepted up- 
on this foundation; but that they themſelves ſhall be re- 
jected, if they are found workers of iniquity; and that 
none but ſuch as fear God and work righteouſneſs, ſhall _ 
receive the recompence of righteouſneſs and glory. 
And therefore I am pleaſed farther to obſerve, that 
as the Chriſtian Religion places the worſhip of God in 
the exerciſe of ſuitable affections, and in the regular 
piety and virtue of a good life, it farther lays down ang 
_ inculcates ſuch rules and precepts of ſubſtantial holineſs, 
as are reaſonable in themſelves, perfect in their kind, 


Such which I find are in their nature conducive to pro- 
mote the health, the honour, the reputation, the uſeful- 


of every individual perſon living and dying; ſuch which | , 
aære ſuited to the particular ſtations, characters, and cir- 


— 


: quiet lives in all gdlineſs and honeſty. 5 


and of the aſſiſtance of his good 
ſtculties of our preſent duty, are exceedingly favourable, 
and carry in them the nobleſt encouragement to obnoxi- 


to, * render chem ſucceſsful | in 0 


A „ 


u, Baabe fo. 


1 n of men in life; and which are therefore 1 a 


culated to promote the ends of civil government, and. 


the peace and welfare of civil ſociety ; enjoining all to 


cultivate and maintain' the moſt fervent charity and' love, 


to be merciful in diſpoſition and practice, to follow the 
things that make 
ful diſputations, not to cenſure or judge one another up 
on account of differences in opinions, but that ſuch as 


peabe, not to receive men to doult- | 


are ſtrong ſhould bear with the weak, and all endeayour 


to PAs by the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace; 
© doing good for evil, loying and praying for our enemies, 
and chearfully forgiving offences and injuries againſt us. 
So that however Chriſtianity may have been abuſed by. 
| ſome, to ſupport a ſecular intereſt, I am abundantly con- 
vinced 'tis not ſrom any tendency of its precepts to diſ- 


turb the order of civil government, or alter the conſti- 


tution and form of it amongſt any nations of the world; 
the great view of it being to engage men to govern their 
paſſions, to be of the moſt juſt, generous and friendly 
 Ciſpoſitions to others, to diſcharge the duties of their 
reſpective ſtations, either employing themſelves in ho- 


neſt labours, or public ſeryices ; magiftrates ruling dili- 
gently as miniſters of God for good, and ſubjects * a 


"6 


VII. "Ap the worſhip which the Chriſtian * 


enjoins is thus worthy of God, and all its precepts for 
the conduct 
ther find the motives it propoſes are weighty and ſuffici- 
ent, if duly conſidered and attended to, to determine 
men in the choice of that courſe which it recommends, 
all of them worthy the perfections of the bleſſed God, 
and ſuited, to the circumſtances of his Ade ee, of. 
fending and guilty creatures. 


of life thus rational and perfect; fo I far- 


The aſſurance of pardon thro che Blood of Chriſt, . 
ſpirit under all the dif- 


ous and diſabled finners, when they entertain the 
thoughts of returning to God their ſovereign and hap- 
pineſs; and indeed abſolutely neceffar ck, to reconcile them 

an wa FS : 
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; ve 
what heart can n any one N to begin the diet work 
of breaking off his fins, and to enter upon à life of ho- 
lineſs; or what proſpect of ſucceſs, but under the com- 
fortable'aſſurance that his paſt offences ſhall be forgiven, 
and that he ſhall receive all neceffary aſſiſtances from 
God for the future, in ſtruggling” way the W _ 
that attend” the practice of virtue? | 


The intercetfion of fo compaſſionate A0 pere Ns 


; fend with God, as Jeſus Chriſt is repreſented to be, is 
a very firm ground of ſupport, and inſpires confiderate | 
minds with a chearful hope of having their perſons 'and 
| ſervices accepted, and of receiving all the neceſſary ſup- 

ports and bleſſings of life, whatever oppoſition they may 


meet with from the enemies of true religion, and even 


tho* they ſhould be expoſed to the ſevereſt perſecutions | 
upon account of their adherence to it. 
a roſpect and full aſſurance of his coming to raiſe 
che dead , and judge the world, and give eternal life, to 
reward his faithful followers with everlaſting happineſs, 


and to puniſh the wicked with an everlaſting deſtructi- 5 


on, is an 5 — abundantly ſufficient to perſuade 
men immediately to enter upon the ways of holineſs and 
virtue, and to engage them to perſevere in them with 
chearfulneſs to the laſt. Eſpecially conſidering, that 
good men are affured that all the inconveniences of life 
| ſhall be made tolerable and uſeful to them, and death, 
the dread of nature, ſhall be their introduction into reſt, . 
and the commencement of their felicity. In a word, the ; 
Goſpel ſets before men every conſideration to encourage 
virtue, and deter from vice, and gives them particularly 


ſuch” afſurances of retributions in the other world, as Po 
that no ftronger motives whatſover can be defired or 


needed to make them wiſe, and tr and happy, if they. 
will but ſuffer them to haye eir Jo. =o 2 7 5 0 
5 influence pon their minds. e 


. 5 & \ 
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VIII. At the Goſpel precepts of do's andy Auge 1 


the motives ſet before men to engage them to the love 


8 and practice of it, are worthy of God, and ſuitable to 
their circumſtances and defires, fo the peculiar: DT „ 
of Chriſtianity relating to Jeſus Chriſt, the great author 

and — of i it, are Tour as ; demand ms” * re- 
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ever pretend to, and yet ſueh as are entirely conſiſtent 


with the principles of natural religion, and all the cer- 


tain diſcoveries of reaſon; ſuch as are ſublime and grand 


in themſelves, uniform and conſiſtent wich each other, | 
plain and intelligible ih the main and efſential points; 

Aud ſuch as add great ſtrength and force to natural reli. 
gion, as they have an entire and abſalute _— o 
promote | godlineſs and virtue. 


Thus ps declared of him, that he wa "UE A 8 * 


15 4 mation of the world, the word that was with God, and 


God, the brightneſs. of his father's. glory, and the 1 


preſs i image of his perſon, that the father by him created 
all things, that by him all things conſiſt; 1 0 he ane 


down from a ſtate of heavenly glory to be made fleſn, 


6 and dwell amongſt us; that he came from the very 
boſom of his aber and had that perfect and compleat 
| oy of his father s will, that no other e hi ' 
from him ever had or could have; > that to enable him 


the better to reveal it to mankind, he had a body mi- 
raculouſſy prepared for him, which was conceived, and 
born without fin, but in all ſinleſs infirmities like unto 
his brethren, in the preſent, ſuffering, afflicted ſtate of 
the human nature; that in this body he choſe ſuch 
condition of life, as gave him an opportunity of ee, 
ing moſt familiarly with all ſorts of perſons, became an 
example of the moſt perfect purity and goodneſs, by his 
o en lowlineſs and meekneſs Fc nn the pride and 


paſſions of the world, and teaching men to place all real 
excellency and greatneſs, in honouring the great God 


and father of all, and doing good to their r 
tures, even to the worſt and meaneſt of mankind. 


That ſo much greatneſs ſhould condeſcend to EA 


4 ſuch. 2 veil, and ſo glorious a being give ſuch ning | 


proofs of goodneſs, is beyond all parallel. It is indee 


peculiar to the character of Jefus Chriſt, to be poſſeſs d 
of the glories of deity,” and yet to ſtoop. to the loweſt 
ftate of human nature; to be lord of lords, and yet the 


meekeſt, humbleſt man, that ever dwelt. on earth; to 


=: appear amongſt men under the form of a ſervant, and 


to be made of no reputation, and yet at the ſame time 


4 35 to be en * a voice from * WN * 
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records teſtify, that in 
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men's Err with God, according, as he had receiv- 


ed power from his father; an authority to forgive fins 
on earth, ſo as that they ſhould: be forgiven. in heaven,.. 
and fo to retain ſins, as that they ſhould remain unpar- 
donable in a future ſtate; and authority and power to 
ſend the ſpirit of his father, and conſtitute him the 
_ e miniſter of his kingdom Ong men; that by | 


extraordinary and miraculous gifts he might confirm 


the goſpel, and make it ſucceſsful upon its firſt publica. 
tion; and afterwards, in every age, continually accompa- 


ny it with ſuch impreſſions on the hearts of men, as, in 


the efficacy. and deſign of them, ſhould. correſpond to 
_ thoſe more extraordinary gifts, which were poured out 


, 


on Chriſtians in common, at their firſt. embracing the 
goſpel: And finally, an authority to raiſe the dead, and 
judge chem when reſtored to life; to ſend all the work :- 
ers of iniquity. into everlaſting puniſhment, and to re- 
Ward all who ſincerely believe in him and . him, 


x * C 
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with eternal happineſs. 


But notwithſtanding theſe high pretenſions, tis * 5 
ther declared of him ; that he died the ignominicus and 
accurſed death of 1 5 croſs, that he died a ſacrifice for 
the fins of the world, that by his death he drew all men 
to himſelf, and brought to ry that great myſtery =. 


- Howefer, . notwithſtanding this amazing bn? 

| Gon, great humility, and meanneſs of outward form, he | 
is, repreſented as aſſuming an authority, worthy the fon 
of Cod; an authority and right to ſettle the terms of | 


+ 


calling in the Gentiles, taking away the difference be- 


tween them and the Jews, making them. one houſhold . 
and family; thus founding his kingdom upon his own 
blood, and not on the , blood of his enemies and | 
0 r. „ | 
| 1 ut tho he died to 2 els a yet the fe 0 
ſpite of all the malice and oppo- 
3 of his enemies, he roſe again the third da 5 ellec- | 
is own 
croſs, and to give an exemplar and ſure proof of the re- 
ſurrection of others by his power, at the end of the 
world: That after his reſurrection he abode forty days 
reh, to. 3 *. e of his "SY with = X 


_ twally to remove the | offence and ſcandal of 


, 0 2 
8 * 
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| gra ta them to preach his 


5 be equall'd by any earthly monarch, * author '6f any p 
ven and in 


(i 


| Pla Rayon fo 


oY „ 
em forth in ſuch a ſtyle of majeſty, as quid never 


other revelation: All power is given me in 
earth ; and afſuring them that the terms upon 8 


they ſhould dickra mn acquitted! or condemned, 
takers of eternal! 

duct of his fpirit, thould be ratified and confirmed in 

heaxen;: in this ſenſe entruſting them with, not only the 


or death, under the infallible xg 3 


erection and ordering his kingdom Fron earth, but alſo 


with the keys of heayen and hell. 


After this commiſſion granted to his Apoſties 0 4 
clared of him, that in their preſence he aſcended into 


the heavens, a cloud receiving him out of their fight, 


leading captivity captive, triumphing over thoſe powers 


of darkneſs, whoſe works he came into the world to de- 
ſtroy, ſpoiling thoſe principalities and powers, thoſe ſpi- 
ritual wickedneſſes in high places; that he was ſeated 


on his father's right hand, angels being made ſubject to 
him, and the god of this world, the ſpirit that works in 


the children of diſobedience, being put under his feet, 
and reſerved by him to be finally; tran 1 "me Judg- 
ment of the great day. 


And laftly, the ſame. records that give © an ein "of Ty 


| | his inveſtiture with this high dignity and office, do with 


at conſiſtency and propriety declare, that the father 
hath commited all judgment to him, that all ſhall appear 


before his judgment ſeat; that when he ſhall come to 
execute this important truſt, he ſhall appear in his own 


glory, and in his -original form of God, all the' Holy an- 


gels attending him, and ſolemnly waiting round his tri- _ 
Re That then he ſhall be ſeated on the throne of 
his glory, that all nations ſhall be gathered before him, 
that he ſhall ſeparate them one from another on his 


right hand, and on his left, paſs ſentence on them, 'and 
thereby determine their everlaſting ſtate; that the wick- 


15 ed ſhall go away into N uhilhmeat, ard the 
| righteous be adjudged to life eterna Fon he ſhall pre- 
ſent them blameleſs before his father's g 


the concluſion of all, he himſelf ſhall lay down all rule, 


and all authority and power, deliver up the kingdom to 
| 9 even * n become fubject unto > him who- * : 


lory, and that, as 


being a Cbri TE N 


n 1 ; 
: ſo ſublime and grand, fag conſiſtent with 
the prerogatives of the great God, ſo ſuitable to the 


2 wn dignity and infinite merits of the ſon. of God, ſo 


culated to awaken men to virtue and piety, carries in 5 


it all the characters of probability and truth, and ar 


Ken the moſt ANTE conſideration and . 
N. As theſe peculiar. doctrines of Chridianity carry i 


1 their own recommendation along with them, and appear 
worthy to be received for their intrinſic. excellency, ſo 
they come to us attended with many clear and convin- 


eing demonſtrations, that it is the will. of God we 


E: Thould regard them as truths coming from him, and as 
 Tevealed to us by his ſpecial order and Appointment, for 7 


Ju recovery, improvement and perfection. N ö 
J eſus of Nazereth, the perſon from whom theſe 30 . 
es receive their general name, and are called chriſtian, 


Was called the Chriſt, becauſe he made pretenſions to a 
divine. miſſion, and x 4 2 
28 anointed and impowered by 
| | weries of his will to men, declaring himſelf the Son of 
God, and that perſon whom the Jews, with whom he 
lived and converſed, had been all along trained up and 
taught to look for, And of the. truth of theſe preten- 
| tons, he gave ſufficient evidence to Ser 1 
and attentive obſerver. . 
It was very wiſely, ordered that, juſt 1 his ap- . 


always thought and ſpoke of himſelf g 
God to make theſe diſco- 


pearance in the world, there ſhould ariſe one who ſhould ; 


prepare men for his coming, and give notice of his ap- 
proach. This John the Ba WE: 
ſmirit and power of Elias, and ſaying, Prepare ye the way 


aptiſt did, preaching in the a 
of the. 3 and tho he did no miracle, yet by his vir- 


tuous and ſtrict deportment, his ſelf-denial, his pathetic 5 
5 FIarations, his bold. and impartial admonitions and re- 


roofs, he obtained the character of a great prophet. 
his man bare witneſs. cencerning Jeſus, and the things 
he ſaid of him coul 74 not but attract the eyes of men to- 
ards him, and ra e great expectations from him; ant 
gradual accompliſhment of ſeveral things which 


1 2 had foretold of him was at leaſt ſome evidence 


alen was a very a Perlan, and was : 


4 x * . 


2 
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_ dently and confeſſe | 
to effect. He OT the ſick and cured all manner of 
diſeaſes, ſuch as by all the att and efficacy of medicine 


tongues of the dumb, made the lame to walk, 7 , 
the maimed perfect, opened the eyes of thoſe that Ha 
been born blind, and raiſed the dead. Theſe amazing RY 
Works he performed i in an inſtant, even by the ſpeaking . 
of a word, in the cities and towns of the country where 


nc n d to | 


any fatther proofs that Jeſus might Reue of _ ; 
NEU” and miſſion from God. % 0 | 


And of theſe he gave many during his lle a 05 5 


FT: ſtry that were beyond all reaſonable exception. He 


wrought many Wb, miracles, 7 i. e. did many things evi- 
above all human power and ſkit 


had been found incurable ; inveterate palſies and luna- ; 
cies. He opened the ears of the deaf, looſed the 


he lived, in places of the moſt public reſort, before mul- 


titudes ein as well as friends, and at ſuch 
5 ſeaſons, and ſuch particular places, on the ſabbath, and 


in the ſynagogues, as he well knew would occalion the 


moſt critical and narrow enquiry into all the circum- 
ſtances of the facts. All theſe things he performed 
without any oſtentation or vain-glory. In all his moſt 


public miracles there was always ſome circumſtance or 


other, which plainly ſhewed that they were intended for 
the conviction of thoſe who faw them, and not to * 155 


applauſe and 5-5 2 
But beſides theſe extraordinary . * dvd 


all thoſe characters which the prophets of former ages 


had given of the meſſiah. - As he was promiſed under 
the Character of a propbet like unto Moſes, but whoſe, * | 
fice was to be more general and extenſive than that of 


Moſes, as one who was to be a light to lighten the 0 
tiles, as 9vell as the glory of his people Ifruel; he according- | 
ly came furniſhed and commiſſioned to inſtruct all man- 
kind, Jew and Gentile, in every important truth, that 
they were concerned to know, in order to their obtain- be 
ing the divine acceptance, and the happineſs of a future 
ſtate; commanding all nations to be diſcipled, taugt 
8 roſelyted, that all men 588 come to the . 8 40 5 


* al truth, ad be ſaved. 
As he was foretold under the Charadter of a Ki 


; | UH n 
as the Phong mar to whom ſhould as *. 


minion and power”; ſo . his right to a 15 
kingdom, ſetting up the kingdom oe ee ee 
AT 6g: us ps za rightful geen ng hd 
their hearts andconſciences. bo et 9ee') og 
He appeared juſt at that time when a perſon. of: fch 
a character was generally and reaſonably expected; juſt 
as the Sceptre Was departing from Juda „ 6 
riod fixed and determined by the p eyiof Daniel. 
Hle came of the nation, tribe, and particular f 


TTT... ͤ :heing —/ - 


of the ſged of Abraham, the tribe of Judah, anch houſe 
of David; and by a wonderful inter of provi- 
dence born at Bethlehem, the Place from hence. was 
to come forth he <vho' avas 7h he nider in Iſruei. GM ME 
When he appeared and converſed men, his 
diſpoſition and behaviour were ſuited both to the cha- 
racter he ſuſtained, and to the prophecies that had been 
out concerning him. He was meek and low ly in 
heart, holy and without blame, ſo that his moſt intete- 
of k and malicious ee could. not ind him 
; "0 fin.” hs + Et inn Rk 1 98 i . - 
His Aera in life were . e 
were foretold the 
Jefted, a man f | ſorrows, and acquainted with grief. He 
lived in want of many of the conveniences, and ſome- 
times of the very neceſſaries of life, and was ſubject to 
reproach, and the moſt ungrateful and inhuman uſage. 
At laſt he was led as a lamb to the flaughter, ſuffered 
death as a malefactor, and was cut of for the tranſgreſſ- 


ons of the people. All this he endured without nr i 585 


. complaining, reviling again, or threatning. 5 
enemies and accuſers, his judges, executioners "arid 7 


guards, his friends and eden and a numberleſs mul- Ay 


titude of curious and inquiſitive ſpectators judged, ſaw 
and knew him to be dead. He was taken rom the © 


croſs, buried in his ſepulchre, and yet roſe again from 


the dead, and by this reſurrection he was declared 70. be 


| the Son- of God with pony beyond all 3 con ö . 


diction. n ef af Ft | 
During His life and e he had 5 e 5 
i this g 255 event as what ſhould _— come 10 5 . 


y ſhould be. He was -diſpiſed»and -M 


: ; 1 / 5 # * 3 N N 14 i 1 1 
b * hs 25 5 | 6 Pp, b , I 1 4 Er 


A a | K 


ä | | | ws „ 


- me Lt ſtreſs of hie e 5 
ſometimes in plain words, at other times in hgurative = 
_ expreſſions, declaring how long he ſhould continue in 
the grave, and in the face of the dead, vis. three days 
| . and three nights, 6. part of three days and three 

nichts. Accordingly: on the third day he role, and 
| | 3 ſhewed himſelf ale to his diſoiples, 3 had cho- 
8 \ | 


ſen to be his. ſtated companions, with this particular 
| view, that they might be qualified. to teſtify the moſt 
remarkable facts which, occured in his life, and that they 
7 2 be proper and unexceptionable. "7 tneſſes of his 
SP I e unanimouſly dane! this.to 1 
„„ * there is no juſt reaſon to object to their — 4 5 
ny. For in aſſerting this, they aſſert what they ſo knew | 
themſelves as that they could not be deceived in. i They 5 
knew the perſon, features, manner and ſpeech ofieſus. 
They were allowed to handle him, that eee 
| ſure they rere not impoſed on by an airy Phantaſm, and 
deluſive appearance only. Then. had free and Familiar A 
_. converſe. with him, and that repeatedly in the ſpace of 
forty days. He diſcourſed to "hows largely on ſubjects, 
of which he had before his death given them more gene- 
mul hints, and renewed the great promiſe he had made 
„ them in his former life, of pouring out his ſpirit on 
| _ * them, with this additional Pep that it ſhould 
. Mr reg not mn toys f from the time of | 
| V pon theſe. accounts it can t be bappolas that theſe : 
witneſſes could be deceived themſelves in what they re- 
| Hate, nor is there any reaſon to think that they attempt- 
ed to deceive others, by bearing witneſs to the truth 1 
. a known impoſture. For as to what appears, they were 
perſons of honeſt minds, not crafty, covetous, ambitious 
and deſigning : they had no temptation to invent ſuch a 
| ſtory, or pu liſh-it if they had not known it to be true. 
They had no proſpect of gain or wordly grandure, how- 
ever ſuccesful they might prove in propagating the ſtory. 
The doctrine thay. taught enjoins the ſtrieſt regard to 
veracity, and the greateſt abhorrence of fraud and guile, 
under the moſt {5 and awful ſanctions "Their te- 
< —— CT COIIO> 
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IF the _ had been forged, thoſe who 0 


* 
1 


- > 
8 
: 
5 tt 


the authors, abettors; and believers of it, and to prevent 
its ſpreading in the world, But inſtead of this, they 


loaded the witneſſes with hardſhips of every kind. Re- 


proach, ſhame, poverty, bonds, impriſonments, ſoourg- 


ings, & were the arguments made uſe of by their 7 
nemies to ſtope their mouths. Nothing of this kind ſi- 


lenced them, or made any one of them to retract. They 
chearfully underwent the ſevereſt perſecutions, and ſub- 


mited to death itſelf, rather than they would deny or 
conceal what they knew to be 0 truth of the Ui papers © . 


tance to mankinct. 1 


In ſhort, a wftintony fo wett weaker hos in 7, 
any other caſe, never did, nor ever can be diſpu ited or 


75 
by 
4 


As Jeſus Olviſt Gd in his: eee 
1 promiſe his diſciples, that they ſhould receive | 3 


difblieved, but in any age and place would, any in 
time or country ſtill will meet with a general wor 
bn en from all reafonſþle and fair Lee withoi 


his ſpirit, or power from on high, he accordingly pou 


it down upon them, in all its extraordinary and miracu- 

lous gifts, and thereby . ee * aſcenſion 4 

the right hand of power and ö ee 
Beſides this the divine mi — * authority of Jeſus Gl ood 


| Chriſt is farther eſtabliſhed by the actual and exact ac- 


compliſhment'of thoſe important events, which he ex- i ; 


preſsly and clearly” Og: many e ee 
came to paſs. 


He pak Ale before meh We ma, 


„ as well as his own diſciples, that the city of Jeruſa- 


lem, and its glory the temple, ſhould in a few years be 


utterly laid waſte and deftro yed, and that the goſpel 
which was at firſt offered to the Jews and rejected by 
them, ſhould be taken away from amongſt them, and be 


tendered to the Gentiles ; and that perſons of all nations 

and languages under heaven ſhould receive and become 
e religion; and that the gates of hell 

ſhould not prevail againſt his church, but t hat he we we 5 


proſelytes t 
de with it to the end br _ 8 eee e 


, IP 


_ deavoured to ſtifle it, ade eatty ave defect Md fors | 
gery'; the ſureſt, neareſt; and plaineſt way to expoſe 
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. Theſe remarkable events, tho” at the time when he 
foretold them they were far from being probable, tho” 
there appeared no ſigns or tokens that ſhould lead to 
ſuch a — did nevertheleſs come to paſs exaftly 
according to his predickion. Before the generation of 
men to whom he gddreſſed himſelf had paſſed away, Je- 
ruſalem became ere and the nation was deſtroyed;z | 
and the hiſtory of that dreadful calamity, as it is related 
by Joſephus, Ne remarkably agree with the prophetic 
account given by Jeſus concerning it, as it 10 N cir- 
Nen recorded by the evangeliſts. 16810 
And after the Apoſtles had in vain e to per- 
1 the Jewiſh nation and people to receive the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, they turned themſelves to the Gentiles, 
who in almoſt every place, where the goſpel was preach- 
ed to them, ſhewed a better diſpoſition, and minds more 
open to evidence and conviction; multitudes of the 
| Gentiles receiving the word with Gas and all wh: 
nels of mind. 0 * | ey < Hes | 2 
And notwithſtanding | tha tares chat all been Fn = 
as ſtrifes and divifions, which have been excited and 


fomented, the declenſions and degeneracy of many chriſ- 


* 


tian profeſiors, the perſecutions with which the ayowed 


enemies of the chriſtian; church have frequently, worried 
it, and the antichriſtian ſpirit that for many ages/hath 
ſhewn itſelf amongſt the greater part of — who have 
born the chriſtian name ; notwithſtanding | chriſtianity | 
hath been often moved from one place to another, and 
in many nations entirely ſuppreſſed; notwithſtanding 
the objections that have been urged againſt the doctrines 
of chriſtianity, and the contempt, ridicule, and infolene 
with which the perſon and; miracles of Jeſus have been 
treated het ſtill the religion of Chriſt continues unto 
this day, in its external profeſſion and internal efficacy : 
Not by might nor power, but by the ſpirit and favour 
and bleſſing of Ga and its our n native een . 
intrinſic worth. 

From theſe 9 8 am fs hp cad to ac 
knowledge and reverence the divine character and miſſi- 
on of the Son of God, and to receive his r In in all 


the parts and en of it as a revelap ROT. 
© Hood, re tote eg te ue ir 


X As Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 11 n Nene or the | 
Chriſtian Religion, had this full evidence and ſubſtantial 
proof of his own authority and commiſſion from God; 


and that he was a man approved of God, by wonders, 
ſigns, and miracles, which God did by him; j and” ws. 


he was ſent to publiſh a new inſtitution of religion, not 


only for one nation and people, but for all nations and 
people of the earth: ſo the ſame books which ſhew this, 
_ farther ſhew that he took care to pagate and confirm 
the religion he taught by chuſing the 


moſt proper means 
aut inſtruments to wa, on and le it, and got: nap 5 
men to receive it. | 


And therefore, bees TE left har world himſf and au - 5 


ended his own perſonal miniſtry, he choſe ſeveral per- 


ſons to be his Apoſtles and meſſengers, Who ſhould after. 
_ wards publiſh his religion to the world with ſufficient 5 
authority, and qualifications for ſo great à work as the 
delivering a new Nee and ale on religion o | 


mankind. 5 
Buy a near eib pee yea e e e wah 


55 bim, they were proper perſons to be credible witneſſes 


of all his miracles, and in particular of his reſurrection, 


that great evidence that he was approved of God; and 
_ farther to acquaint the world what were the truths he 
taught, and what were the rules of worſhip he appoint- 

| ed, having had. ſuch opportunity to know them by bis 
| perſonal and private inſtructions. 


To give the greater weight to what they ſhould teach 1 | 
che world as his religion, he gave them authority by a 


_ folemn commiſſion, in virtue cf that full power that was _ 
given him in heaven and earth, to teach all nations, and 

make them his diſciples, and to enter them as ſuch by 
baptiſm, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 


Ghoſt, requring them to obſerve all things whatſover ; 
he had commanded” them. And fuch authority and 


commiſſion from one already approved a teacher ſent _ 
from God, juſtly gave credit to what they ſhould teach, 

in his name, or declare concerning him, either as to 
what they had ſeen themſelves, or received in com. 


mand from him to deliver unto others. 5 
But beſides this, their authority and e o 


5 publiſh this 9 to all nations are ee . . 


_— x 


= EIS "ou Rig for. Ka | 
V's ah . Per Re ae proofs. For: * had not 
„ 0 


_ _ again. ſolemnly repeated after : 
pPoſtles, whom, being aſſembled together with em, he Fe 
commanded, . that they ſhould not depart from Jeruſa- 

5 lem, but wait for the 777 , the. her, which, ſays he, 

„ have heard of me ; ohn truly baptized you Du Was 
ter, but ye ſhall be Tels with Te Holy Ghoſt not 70 

_ days hence ; ; and ye ſhall receive power, after that the Holy 
Ghoſt is come upon you, and ye ſhall be witneſſes unto me, bath 
ER Feruſalem,, and. in all Judæ ea, and i in Samaria, aud unto 
"ot the uttermoſt parts of the earth. 
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only the benefit of his nal inſtructions and directi- 5 


ons, all the time of . converſation with him, but he 


had pramiſed to ſend to them. the ſpirit of truth after his. 
removal from them, and tl at this 1 Sh when he came, 
ſhould guide them into a aſl |) truths, farther. neceffary to 
perfect his inſtitution; of religion. This promiſe was 
$10 reſurrection. to his A- | 


This remarkable promiſe was _ after, „ 


77 7 for whilſt they were together upon the day of Pentecoſt, 


there appeared unto them cloven tongues, like as of fre, 


_ and it fat upon each of them, and they were all filled 
with the 1 


oly Ghoſt, and began to 65 with other 
tongues as the ſpirit gave them utterance, tho' before 
they had been utterly unacquainted with them. Their 
minds were in an inſtant illuminated, and filled with a 


clear and diſtinct knowledge of thoſe important truths, 


which to that time had been abſolutely, or in a great 
meaſure unknown to them. They had at the ſame time 


__ convey 'd to them 2 power of healing. all man mer of diſ- * 
eaſes, of doing miracles, even of raiſing the dead to life, ok” 
. of prophecy or predicting future events, and of conferr- 


ing theſe extraordinary gifts and powers of the Holy | 
| Ghoſt upon others; which was ſo commonly done, an 

fo well known, that Simon, who by his ſorceries had de- 
ceived many to account of him as the great power of 


God, offer'd money to che Apoſtles, that he like them þ 


might haye the e to give the Kar Ghoſt by Jajing 


1 of hands. 


Theſe gifts of the ſpirit of. God were fo in their 
nature, as no human power or wiſdom could confer, | 
ſuch as none of the exorciſts or ſorcerers of thoſe times, 
. all they Pn 8 and Ms A and n 


1 x 


on amongſt the por ab tnt Meß n 


ſo many and public, as gave the moſt clear and undenia- 


ble evidence of the "Apoſtles miſſion from God and 
Chriſt, greatly animated them in the Work they were 


called to, and contributed much to their ſucceſs. This 


effuſion of the ſpirit was a public affirmahce of their pri- 25 
vate teſtimony concerning Chriſt, and added the weight 
of prophecy and miracles to the credibllity'of of true and 1 


akku Witneſſes. ae 13M 


8 it — 


reater inſtances of honeſty 
and ſincerity, and a firm per uaſion of the truth of what 

they taught. Never did men appear more diſintereſted 

and faithful in what they declared they had received 


from God. In all diſtant places, and on many different 
occaſions, there ſtill appeared an exact harmony of doc- 
trine, and a conſtant union in promoting the fame cauſe, 
fo that the ſame ſpirit of truth appeared to direct them 
all, as they had all received the fame ſpirit of power, 
Their hearts and lives were under the conſtant direction 


and influence of the power and ſpirit of real religion. 
As they had all receiv'd the ſame miraculous gifts of the 


Holy Ghoſt, they were all animated with the ſame juſt 


and regular zeal. All ſhew'd the ſame firmneſs of mind, 
_ tempered with the ſame modeſty, meekneſs and humillity. 


Their own religion gave them the nobleſt ſupports un- l 
der the many and great ſufferings the oF endured j and 
u 


that no proof of their ſincerity and faithfulneſs mi ght be 


wanting, they ſealed the truth of the d kene they _ 8 . 
taught With their blood, and gave up their own lives to 
the hopes of that future happineſs, they ere in the | 


name of their maſter to others. 


And laſtly, as truth and religion ſtand i in no need of 5 
N and violence, the Apoſtles openly renounced all 


| ſuch methods of propagating the religion of Chriſt, di- 


recting men to hold the myſtery of faith in a pure 'con- 
| ſcience. ® They impoſed” on no man's judgement, they 


_ openly diſclaimed all dominion over their faith and con- 


- ſciences, Wor" reaſoned with them out of us TOE | 


N 


But beſides all this, the männer of their kitruerion 1 
reatly recomended the teſtimony” they gave, and the 
doctrines they taught. This was in all reſpects ſuch as 
5 became the beſt of men, and the wiſeſt of religions to i 
uſe. Never did men give 
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 thority, and that therefore the whole Chriſtian religion, 


n. 1 hs 0 


aud inſtead of Wade their own enn upon 
them, commended them for , ſearching the ſcriptures 
whether the things were ſo. With all the authority 


their commiſſion gave them, confirmed by many ſigns x 15 
and wonders, they yet appealed, to the judgements of 


, men by fair arguments, and aimed at perſuading the 
| conſcience by the conviction of Waben, not to nee 
it by the force of authority. „ 
It was indeed highly fit and 8 that when they 
| had approved the religion they taught to men's conſei- 
ences, and their on authority and commiſſion. by ſuſk- 
cient evidence, they, as the miniſters and apoſtles | of 
Chriſt, ſhould both command and exhort in his name, 
aud publiſh the rules of his religion, as his commands of 
> obligation and ahi; for this reaſon, | that 
he is the lawgiver of the church. Thus the Apoſtles 


acted. When they had firſt. proved the truth of their 


doctrine by fair reaſon and argument, and their own 
commiſſion by the demonſtration of the ſpirit and of 
power; that the faith of the church ſhould not ſtand on 
the wiſdom of men, but on the power of God, it was 
neceſſary that they who were to publiſh Chriſt's religion, 
ſhould teach whatever he de them, -and them- 
ſelves command and exhort Obedience to them. 
_ Theſe; were the methods the Apoſtles of Chriſt uſed ; 
in teaching his religion, and it accordingly met with ſuc- 
ceſs beyond human expectation. And tho the preya- 
lence of an opinion is no ſure! argument of truth, yet 


when principles contrary to men's inclinations and inter- 


eſts make their way only by evidence, and the force of 
reaſon and argument, againſt all methods of long and 


violent oppoſition, it is a very ſtrong preſumption of 


their — dee that ſuch ſucceſs muſt be owing to the 
power of God attending it. And to ſuppoſe that ſuch a 


| . emo as Chriſtianity ſhould prevail as it did, and by 


| ſuch means, wihout a miracle, would itſelf in Fane be 4 | 
Ks of the gone, pf mjvuclen, C 

XI. Foun theſe W 9 ie 5 Fn | 
but be convinced that Jeſus was a perſon ſent from God, 
and that his Apoſtles acted by his commiſſion and au- 


| ds to the diſſcuties and obje@ions Sb be urged 5 
| 3 its divine authority, I think they are ! fo from 


| Jeſus Chriſt lived an holy life, taught excellent doctrines, pos 


4 


. 
4 
P # * . * 
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| 


carrying in them any evidence or proof. For as to 


thoſe which are of greateſt weight, they do not affect 3 
the truth of the facts recorded, nor deſtroy at all the 
credibility of them. There haue never been any objecti- 


ons offer d that render it unlikely -or-dmprobable,' that 
did many great miracles, died on the croſs, roſe again from 


the dead; aſcended into hedven, and poured down his 
ſpirit on his apoſtles. And therefore hilſt theſe ſacts, 
which ſupport the arddil of Chriſtianity;/ſtand'\upon this 
ſure foundation of certainty, I muſt neceffatily believe 
the divine authority of the Chriſtian Revelation, tho the 
difficulties pretended were much greater than they are. 


Some of them may ariſe either from not knowing 


| tas particular circumſtances and cuſtoms; referred to, 
from the ſhortneſs of the accounts which are delivered, 

or from ſome leſſer errors that may have caſt ſome ob- 
ſcurity on thoſe accounts. But from -whenceſover 
ariſe, they cannot invalidate the proof which ariſes W \ 

real 1 well-atteſted facts, nor make me doubt of 


things that — bi path the nee Hens pers ary 
evidence. een 


I find indeed that man Aue, which, * appeared 
to wiſe and thoughtful men, as difficulties of 


weight, have at length been fully cleared up, and ſet in 


a very plain and rational view; and I therefore pleaſe 


myſelf with the hope, that in the courſe of providence, 

thoſe things which ſtill remain dark and perplexed, may 

be explained and ſet in a juſt light, and made appear as 
_ eaſy and eee e as. _ are now bee and 80 


tricate. 7 


| Davies; theſe Wüste whtha are eee os ds” -- 
in the leaſt affect the main and dubflantial ps parts of Chri- 

ſtianity; they do not caſt any obſcurity. over the pre- 

cepts, and promiſes, and — * of the Goſpel, and of 


conſequence do not affect my duty or my happineſs. 


Notwithſtanding all the objeCtions that can be urged, I 5 
| „ r * 
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Chriſt, and MPA 1 edges are m_— by 
and plain, and therefore I am not under any pain or — | 
upon account of things 1 do wt underſtand” or cannot 
N W Steger c e e eee 
But what is of more eee is, chat the rincipal a 
objections that are urged againſt the divine authority of 
the Chriſtian Religion, are "fatrly to be anſwered, ſo as 


to give fatisfaQtion to any impartial and unprejudiced {5 


mind. It hath been objected againſt the prophecies re- 

„lating to Chriſt, that they are to be interpreted of him 
only in an allegorical and myſtical ſenſe, and that they are 
in their nature obſcure, and do not fo plainly point out 
the Meſſiah as might be expected and defired.” Where- 
as the truth is, that tho? there may be à difficulty in in- 
terpreting ſome of them, yet there are others, which are 
exceeding plain and clear, have an evident reference to 
Chriſt, do agree to the circumſtances of no other perſon, 


are accompliſhed in him, and in him only. And if 


there are any prophecies, originally relating to other per- 


ſons and things, applied to Chriſt, and the circumſtances | 
of his appearance and kingdom, chey are never cited as 


originally belonging to Chriſt, but only as applicable to 
bim in their proper meaning, and che times ou events 


5 to which they are referred. 


When tis objected habe the into; uf Chriſt; 10 
chat they were the effect of magic, this appears to be 3 
N abſolutely impoſſible z for it was never yet heard of, that 
' magicians could raiſe the dead, and do the other wonder- | 
ful works that Jeſus did. \Befides, the end of his mira- 
cles was ſo great and good, as a wicked impoſtor and 
magician can never be ſuppoſed to have in view; and 


till it can be ſhewn that the Chriſtian Religion 8 


wicked Religion, I muſt believe that the miracles record- | 
ed in the New Teſtament were wrought by an holy and 
6525 perſon, under the immediate influence of God. 


If it be objected that fome of the miracles ded, . 


are attended with ſome very abſurd and improbable cir- 
cumſtances, I think this charge hath not, and cannot be 
proved. And from the late unſucceſsful attempts that 
have been made this way, I have reaſon to believe, that 
the more the miracles of Chriſt and his Apoſtles are 
: La they: will e more k more wonderful | 


I 


W 


Et el 1 | ore ey the imerpſnion and. 
: alſtance of God... 
Ik it be * that there. is no \ fubcient- dance or. 
proof that theſe: miracles were ever wrought, I appre-. 
bend this objection to be of little Wa np becauſe as 
there is the ſame. ground of certainty for theſe, as there. 
is for any other ancient facts, which obtain univerſal be- 
lief, they deſerve to be equally. credited; and I think no—- 
thing can be more unreaſonable and Rav x of than to al- 
low the ſame evidence to be ſufficient as to ſome facts, 
and to deny the ſufficieney of it as to others, which are 
equally. poſſible in themſelves, conſiſtent with all the 
perfections of God, and deſigned to anſwer the * 
valuable ends and purpoſes amongſt men. 
If it be ſaid that miracles are in their nature made: 
1 think this can never be allowed but upon the ſuppoſiti- 
on that all things are governed by, or rather ſubjected 
to an abſolute and unalterable fatality. Becauſe if the 
ſupreme and eternal cauſe of all things be poſſeſs'd of li- 
berty and power, the miracles recorded in the ſacred 
writings are as poſſible to him as any other actions 
Whatſover, and according to my conception, much more 


eaſily perform'd. than the work of creation, which is * 


much higher exertion of power, and is by all ſober deiſts 
aſcribed to the will and agency of God; and of conſe- 
quence I can neyer allow the impoſſibility of miracles, 
becauſe ſuch a notion appears to me nie of the 
being and perfections of God. 
As to the doctrines of Chriſt, if; it he, ur ed that Cm: 
of them are unintelligible and myſterious, I have this to 
ſatisfy myſelf, that tis not much wonder if they Dun 
be ſo, becauſe many of them relate to God, whom none 
by. ſearching can find out to perfection, and that this is no 
more than may be objected againſt many of the moſt 
certain truths of natural religion. For whoever will en- 
ter into the conſideration of the immenſity and eternity 
of God, attributes which certainly belong to him, will 
ind himſelf. loſt in the infinite — boundleſs ſubject. 
As far as they are myſterious and incapable of being un- 
derſtood, I am ſure that my acceptance with God doth 
not depend on my underſtanding them; and as far as 
0 r are — * — -_ OG: tee 
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eeuare and practice of godlineſs and; virtue, and thus help 5 


me on in my preparation for heaven and happineſs. 
If it be objected, that any of the doctrines of Chriſti- 
anity are irrational and abſurd, 1 apprehend this hath 
never been proved by any of the enemies of the Chriſti- | 
an Revelation. Many principles Which they have en- 


deavoured to expoſe to ridicule, have not been the doc- | 


trines of the Goſpel, but either their own miſtakes, -or 
the corrupt additions of weak and deſigning men to the 
ſimplicity of the truth of Chriſt. Other doctrines that 
have been excepted againſt, have not been revealed in 
their full extent and compaſs, and therefore can never 
be proved abſurd by any particular inferences drawn 
Jrom them; becauſe thoſe very inferences may themſelves 
pear falſe and abſurd, wh the doctrines are placed 


in their full light, and men are rendered capable of f : 


clearly diſcerning and fully underſtanding them. As to 
others which have been excepted againſt, they have ſtood 
their ground both againſt ridicule and malice, and the 


2 objections that have been urged have had no other ef- 


fect, than to expoſe their own weakneſs, and to render 


the principles of the __ of Chriſt more evident _F = 


convikemg. 


If it ſhould be objected, as, the very! .poſſibility vf 1 re- 793 : 
velation itſelf may be queſtioned, I anſwer that this muſt 


be upon one or other of theſe ſuppoſitions; either that 
God himſelf, who hath eſtabliſhed the order and courſe 
of nature, cannot vary from it, or elſe that tis not to be 
_ conceived how he ſhould diſcover himſelf to any perſon, 
fo as that he ſhall be ture it is God and no other. 
If the former be aſſerted, that God himſelf cannot al- 
ter and vary from the courſe of nature, which he himſelf 
hath fixed, it will follow, that he was obliged by ſome 
external neceſſity to form all things ag they are, or elſe 
2 a fitneſs of things moan f wee em rgb his 
on pleaſure and will. 
If the firſt be, aſſerted, that God was obliged boy Gone CY 
e neceſlity, or the agency of ſome Being prior 
and ſuperior to himſelf ; this is to aſſert eternity to be 
prior to itſelf, and infinite wiſdom and power capable 
of being controuled wy en and 1 more than 


. 
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If the latter be aſſerted, HE W « obliged a 5 


finely of things independent upon his own pleaſure and 


will, this will appear equally abſurd ; becauſe if he was 
under no external neceſſity to conſtitute the preſent 


frame, and conſequently the preſent fitneſs of things, 


the actual conſtitution of the one and the other, can be 
coving to no other cauſe or reaſon, but what is in God 
himſelf, and which therefore cannot be independent up- 
on God; which cauſe or reaſon can be no other than 
the will of God, directed by the dictates of his own wiſe 
dom and goodneſs,” And of conſequence tlie preſent 
frame of things, and the ſitneſs that reſults from it, is 
covwing to the good pleaſure and free choice of God, di- 
rected by the perfections of his own mind; which per- 
fections do not deſtroy any natural power of acting or 
not acting, but only direct to the wileſt and beſt uſe 7 
it. The very eſſence of liberty doth indeed nnn. in 


wiſdom to direct, and power to execute. 


be the reſult of the moſt perfect freedom and choice in 


Hence it follows, that if the preſent Shams of things 


4 _ the ſame free choice will-and muſt take place, in 
every other circumſtance to which perfect wiſdom and 

f goodneſs do direct. And therefore, if it be agreeable to 

te dictates of ſuch perfections in God, to vouchſafe an 

external revelation to mankind, in the caſe of an univerſ- 

al ignorance and degeneracy, ſuch a revelationis-as poſſi- 


ble as the original conſtitution of things, and may be ac 


counted for upon the very ſame foundation of reaſon. 
* But if it be ſaid; that it can't be conceived how God 


| can ſo diſcover himſelf to any perſon, as that he ſhall be | 


ſure it is God and no other; I anſwer, that fuppoſing 
we are not able to deſcribe the method by which Go 
makes himfelf known to men, it will by no means fol: 
low, that tis impoſſible” for God to do ſo, unleſs our 


. conceptions are the meaſure of all poſſibilities. If God 5 


be the univerſal Creator, he is ſurely the Creator of the 
Souls of men, and hath implanted in them all their per- 
ceptive and reaſonable powers and faculties; and of con- 
ſequence being the Former of ſpirits, he muſt be capable 
of acting on them, wen . . the” are] 
lity of revelation. , HED 


"WE: 


hm the poſſibility and great probability of, there are 


\ happy than men; and if created ſpirits can thus convey 
tteix minds to each other, ſo as that they ſhall. be abſo- 


conyey. his will to ſpirits, and reaſonable. beings, ſo as 
that they ſhall be ſure that it is God ho Shares 
with them? | 


. 


from another, ſhould thus continually act upon and in- 


conformity, ſhould act upon each other, an 


cach 0 
on; and as probable, as that body ſhould act upon body, 


abſolute, conſtant proof. 


27 
— 


ſtrong impreſſions on their minds. As to the former 


way, it is as reaſonable to think that the voice and pre- 


Fa ſence of God may be of ſo very peculiar a nature, as to 
3 be as well known, and as certainly diſtinguiſh'd as the 
voice and countenance of a friend: And as to the latter, 
itt appears to me extremely probable, that impreſſions 
. made on. the mind may be attended with ſuch peculiar 
2 circumſtances, which: may as truly and certainly diſcover 
| God, as a friend may b e known his reſemblance and 
image, or as, tho' we were meer ſpirits, and, God was 
converſing with, us as buch. 


— 


1 Bade, if, as * . Gable ann 8 ny 


reaſonable ſpirits of natures,,orders, and powers ſuperior _ 
to us; I ſuppoſe they will not be thought to be incap- 
able of converſe, and of communicating their ideas to 
each other: for this would: be to. ſuppoſe ſpirits leſs 


| lutely ſure. who it is they converſe with, can it be ima- 
gined that God the infinite ſpirit ſhould not be able to 


Nothing is more certain, 7 — eee God, th is an 
abſolute. ſpirit, acts on the material world; and yet we 
cannot tell the manner how God acts upon it: and it is 

very wonderful to conſider how one nature abſolutely 
Aida, and of quite different attributes and properties 


fluence it. But that ſpiritual beings, between whoſe 
natures, a6 ſpiritual, there. is a neceſſary pig and 
be capable 

of con 0 with and communicating their ideas to 
er, is a much more eaſy and rational ſuppoſiti- 


of which the whole frame of the material world i Ae | 


The account which data Bo itſelf gives of the man- 
oo in which God convey'd his mind to men, is, either 

of an audible voice, attended with an appearance of vi- 
dhe glory, or elſe by making certain very clear and 


* 


n 


11 it ( be allow'd that revelation is poſſible, it may 8 
denied that it is neceſſary, becauſe the natural reaſon of 
men's minds is abundantly ſufficient to demonſtrate to 
them whatever God requires of them. I very readily 

grant, that the reaſonable powers and faculties of men's 


minds are very capable of leading them into the know- 


ledge of ſome of the moſt important truths that we are 

concerned to know, and duties we are obliged to 

form; and that men are criminal in the fight of God, if 

| they run into ignorance and vice, thro' a neglect to im- 
prove thoſe excellent fakültkes of ee Which G 
hath given them. 


But then it ought to de n eee chat the ane * 


all men are not alike capable, and that tho' truths of im- 


| Portance when offered to them may be diſcerned and 

approved by them, yet that the generality would ſcarce e- 
ver have been able, by a long courſe of argument and in- 
ference, 'to have reaſoned themſelves into a' clear know- 
ledge of all thoſe principles, which are neceſſary to be 
known, effectualy to ſupport the intereſt of true re igion, 
and the practice of virtue; eſpecially if we conſider them 
as wholly taken up with the affairs of the preſent lifez edu- 
cated with ſtrong prejudices in favour of ſuperſtition 
and error, and trained up from infancy in 1dolatrous . 
practices, and criminal courſes. In ſuch circumſtances; 
what reaſon may be capable of doing, I know not. But 
that it hath not in fact led men to the knowledge of all 
the neceſſary principles and truths of religion, is evident 
from the hiſtory of almoſt all nations, Who have been 
deſtitute of revelation: And therefore to argue againſt 
the neceſſity of revelation, becauſe poſhbly men's o.]en 
reaſon might have been ſufficient without it, when in 


reality they did need it, is to ſet up. meer: ſuppoſition a- 
gainſt poſitive fact, and to rea on om n 


againſt experience and certainty. 
Reaſon, 7. e. men's reaſonable powers are unqueſti- 
onably capable of great improvements, and of making 


very conſiderable diſcoveries, with proper aſſiſtance and 
cultivation. But without ſuitable helps and means of 


information, I apprehend that no man can affirm they 
would lead him into. the knowledge of all the neceſſary 
principles of religion. Cicero, the rs genius: of 


„ 


the age in which he lived, did not owe his ſuperior 


5 15 — and wiſdom to himſelf only. He had the 
writings of Rome and Greece td inſtruct and inform 


bim. From theſe he underſtood the principles of the 0 


ſeveral ſects of philoſophers that were before him, the 
arguments with which they confirm'd their reſpective 
ſentiments, and the objections that were urged by ſome 


againſt the ſchemes and principles of others. Upon 
this foundation it was eaſy to reaſon, and in whatever 


reſpects his ſentiments were nobler than others, they 


were not properly the meer diſcoveries of his on mind, 


but inferences from, or the improvements of the diſeo- . 
veries and principles of others. And I cannot help 
thinking, that if any men are now capable of forming to 
themſelves a complete ſcheme of rational religion and 
morals, they owe it to the diſcoveries of the Goſpel Re- 
_ velation, tho“ they. aſſume the: glory. of it ape gh to 0 


their reaſon. © + 2 
Beſides, tho? Reaſon : migh e poſſi Aff thi 0 „ 
a of religion and virtue without any revelation, it cannot 


in the. nature of things —— er what the re- 


wards of being religious and virtuous ſhall be. Reaſon 
will indeed inform us, that a being perfectly virtuous, 


and who conſtantly acts agreably to the reaſon and na- 


ture of things, without any deviation from it, cannot be 


finally miſerable, but muſt be in ſome meaſure happy in 


the divine approbation and acceptance. But of what 


degree and duration that happineſs ſhall be, depends 


wholly on the good pleaſure of God. Being itſelf is the 


4 voluntary gift of the ſupreme cauſe; and of conſequence 
the continuance, of being muſt depend on his will who 


firſt gave it. And tho! perfect virtue will always be en- 

titled! to a proportionable reward from God, yet that 
ſuch a being, and the happineſs conſequent upon his vir= _ 
tue, ſhall and muſt be of an everlaſting continuance, can 


never be proved from the reaſon and nature of things, 
and of conſequence the knowledge of it can be derived 


from e ot, th the . ev diſcoveries of God 


himſelf. 


This 1 think f 18" ey upon the e of a Sal 


perfectly virtuous. - But if any reaſonable. beings deviate 


© from the law of their Creation, and N contrary: to __e 


l 


1 


13 fitneſs ef things which ir le erb chi N 


the rules of their actions; in ſuch a caſe reafon will be 


ſo far from giving 8 aſſurances of a reward, 


that it will * > lead to the expectations and fears 
of puniſhment, there being as natural a connection be- 


tween vice and puniſhment, as there is between virtue 
and a reward. Whether God will pardon, and upon 
what conditions, whether repentance and a ſincere amend- 
ment for the future; ſhall entitle to happineſs, and eſpe- 


a T | 
: 37 
: , 


1 


cially the ſame happineſs as would have been the reward 
of perfect virtue, here reaſon can never determine. And 


of conſequence; if the certain knowledge of theſe impor= 


tant articles be in any ſenſe neceſſary to encourage the 
nce and reformation of men, it is in the ſame 


| ſents abſolutely neceſſar _ ot ook have) 7 reinen \ 
from God concerning FFF | 


If it be faid, that ——— a voveliitival adtually'given; 


| fack revelation can be nothing but a revival of the prin- 


_ ciples and duties of natural religion, becauſe men's ac- 


ceptance with God can depend on nothing but their act 
ing agreeable to the law of their reaſon and nature: 1 
anſwer, that if by the principles and duties of natural 
religion, be meant ſuch principles and duties, which 
when dicovered appear reaſonable to the minds of men, 
it may be allow'd that revelation doth not, and cannot 
place the happineſs and acceptance of men with God, 


upon any thing that is not reaſonable and fit for them to 


know and do, and of which they cannot in ſome meas 
ſure diſcern the reaſonableneſs and fitneſs'; for then one 
certain mark of the truth of revelation would be plainly 


wanting, which is its placing the happineſs of men u 


ſuch a foundation as appears reaſonable in itfelf, and 
therefore worthy of God; becauſe I cannot believe 1 
to be worthy of God, Which by ee L cannot in —_— 4 


| meaſure | plainly Adern to be ſo. 


Bur if by the principles and Aude of mitura vellginny 
be meant fark principles and duties which natural rea- 
ſon, without any divine revelation, will lead men to the 


certain knowledge of, then the aſſertion is evident! 


1 : falſe, that revelation can contain nothing but the princi- 
plw&kẽłs and duties of natural religion. Beeauſe, as hath 
ES bens eos one 19 85 end of 9 is to give men 
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certainty of del ings principles as | nat Ir 
_ Jon is never able to do. 5 Rt Si» 


If we confider men in cjvrynilitinprs! 2 de deen . 
and as having acted contrary to the law of reaſon, a re- 
velation meerly to revive the law of nature, would evi- 


dently be inſufficient for their peace and happineſs. For 
tho this would be a direction of their future conduct, 


it would be no ſecurity to them againſt the puniſhment : 


due to them for their paſt ' tranſgreſſions, which would 
prove the higheſt diſcouragement to their obedience for 


the time to come. And of conſequence a revelation | 


from God, vouchſafed to mankind in ſuch circumſtan- 
ces, muſt contain more than the meer law of nature, 
viz. the method and conditions of God's extending his 
forgiveneſs to his ſinful creatures; without which it 


—_— want one eſſential mark of its being from God, 


its e to the Wants and ee, of F 


mankind. 

Beſides, if God bach given a bee of his wills at- 
tended with ſufficient evidence and proof, the belief of 
| ſuch a revelation is a moral duty, and a neceflary in- 


ſtance of reſpect and reverence due to God; it being as 
reaſonable and fit, that I ſhould attend to the voice and 
will of the Supreme Being in external revelation, as that 
I ſhould ſubmit to the voice and will of Go by reaſon | 


or internal revelation. 


's Upon this — Frente} thut etal, of Johns 
Chriſt + Le believe in God, believe alſo in me. It is poſſible 
in hypotheſis that men may govern their paſſions, and 
act well in ſociety, who do not believe the being of a 
God. But yet to believe that God is, and that he is a re- 
 warder of of who ſeek him, is a principle of natural re- 


ligion; and, as I imagine, neceſſary to every man's hap- 


pineſs i in the divine acceptance. And by conſequence, 5 
if it be the will of God that I ſhould believe in Chriſt, 


and if there be evidence to convince me of the roafin- 


ableneſs of believing in him; it doth not ſeem more un- 


_ reaſonable that God ſhould require me to believe in 
5 Chriſt, than it doth that he ſhould require me to believe 


in himſelf, in order to my receiving a reward of grace 


and favour from him; becauſe if the ſufficiency of evi- 


ous be a reaſon for God's te belief 1 in * caſe, 


A „ 


* a 


7 


2% i is v reaon tat will hold good in everyone with 5 


out exception. 


Beſides, if the obſeryance of the 1 and law of 


4 
＋. 
bf, .- 


5 nature be allow'd to diſpoſe and prepare men for hap- 


pineſs in the favour of God, and tho' revelation cannot 


ſet aſide. the obligations of the one or the other, but is . 


; principally deſigned to recover men to the knowledge 3 -- 


and conformity to the original fitneſs of things, = L 


Wy apprehend that revelation may enforce. the practice of 
them by ſuch. conſiderations, and motives, and ſpecial 


precepts, as have no certain foundation in natural reaſon 
and light; i. e. which men's reaſon would never have 


led them to have though os without x: divine cir eden 5 


By and command. 


. religion of nature be of God's coding. and * 
appointment, and reſults from thoſe relations which, he 


| himſelf hath been pleaſed to order and fix, I apprehend 


that ſuch poſitive: inſtitutions which have a direct ten- 


dency to eſtabliſh and promote men's regard to and ob- 


ſervance of it, may be ordained of God, and thereby be- 
come obligatory upon men. Becauſe if the law of na- 


ture itſelf neceſſarily and univerſally obliges mankind, 


and their happineſs depends on the obſervation. of it; 
ſuch inſtitutions which render the obſervation of it more 
eaſy and practicable, however voluntary and poſitive in 
themſelves, are conſiſtent with all our notions of the di- 
„ perfections, and ought to be ſo far from being ob- 
jections againſt the truth of any religion that contains 
EV that they are rather arguments in favour of it, as 


they are evident proofs of the wiſe and tender concern 
of God for the perfection and happineſs of his creatures. 
If then the peculiars of the chriſtian religion have all 


N of them this tendency, as I apprehend they have, it fol- 
lows, that God's requiring us to obſerve them is a rea- 
es ſonable and fit-command, as it is a command reſulting 


from his unerring wiſdom, and his gracious. regard to 
our welfare and intereſt. And therefore in this reſpec in- 
ternal and external revelation, or the religion of nature 
and revelation may certainly differ, and the latter com- 
mand what the ker wn would never diſcover or ob- 
| * . | 


IHR it. be objeed ag inſt t the chriſtian revelation that 


— 
— 
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it is not. FE Nora clear, but that Mabe yon PROP it 1 


fall into very different ſentiments and opinions as to ſe- 
veral articles of importance, and that tis ſcarce to be 


ſuppoſed that God ſhould be the author of a revelation, 
which, when given, is incapable of being underſtood; * 


have this that gives my mind: ſatisfaction and eaſe : that 


3: there are any intimations of doctrines in ſcripture, 


that ſincere perſons who do the will of God, and lay a- 
| fide all prejudice, and defire to receive the traths-of God 
as far as they can underſtand them, cannot, after all 
their endeavour and care, come to the certain knowledge 
of, the knowledge of ſuch doctrines cannot be neceſſary | 
to their acceptance and falyation : becauſe Chriſt-Jeſus 


9 declares, that i any man doth the will of his 
father, he JOE know ef, the doctrine whether it be ' God 


or . 
As to thoſe nes upon the e of 0 


Which the New Teſtament writings do expreſsly make | 


_ ſalvation to depend, I find to my very great comfort that ; | 
they are very plain and intelligible in themſelves, .fuch 
as the exiſtence of one God, the reſurrection of Chriſt 


from the dead, and there being one mediator between 


God and man, thro' whom God diſpenſes all bleſſings 
to his creatures. Theſe and other truths of like impor- 
tance are ſet in the eleareſt light; and if any have ob- 
ſcured and perplexed them by intricate diſtinctions, and 
philoſophical ſpeculations, the goſpel of Chriſt gives no 
ſanction to them, and the plain chriſtian hath no con- 
cern and buſineſs with them. | 
If it be faid that the chriſtian 8 5 hach n no 9 
effect upon mankind than the light of nature had, and 
that er it can ſcarcely be imagined that God 
would be the author of ſo ineffectual an inſtitution; I 
anſwer, that 1 ſuppoſe it can never be made appear that 
_ mankind are now as univerſally-in the ſame cireumſtan- 
ces of ignorance and vice, as they were ene the 
revelation of the golpel. ED 
The knowledge of one God, hs univerſal creator and 


; Father, doth certainly more univerſally obtain than it did 


in the times of deep Paganiſm and Idolatry; the pre- 


cepts of religion and virtue are more generally under- 


| ſtood 3 and the a and e of 2 future Bie i 
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more certain as to their evidence, and m Tre extenſive as 
to the acknowledgment of them. +4 
And tho many who profeſs to believe theſe things a0 
contrary to nd own principles, yet there have been 
many in every age, and now are, who, under the influ- 
ence of this aith, Hur ſcherh, righteoufly ond. gray: in on 7 
N world. SY 105 
And as to thoſe who do not, tis not owing to Gel in- 
ſufficiency of the principles and motives of chriſtianity, 
but to the want of conſideration and a ſerious regard to 


them, and to thofe powerful habits Which the 1 


contracted, and continue to "Rrengthen! by e a will N and 
allowed indulgence. 1 13 
And therefore if the Keel be objected aden 4 as in- 
fufficient to reform men, and engage them to the love _ 
and practice of religion and virtue, it muſt be becauſe it 
_ doth not neceſſitate and compel them, and lay an irre- 
fiſtible force on the mind to comply with it. Whereas 
if this were the caſe, it would be an unanſwerable ob- 
jection againſt it, becauſe this would deſtroy that free- 
dom and choice of the mind, which is eſſentially neceſſa- 
ry to give Wirtve itſelf its proper value, and render it 
pable of a reward from God. And of conſequence if” 
the chriſtian religion contains every argument and mo- 
tive that is proper to be laid before and influence reaſon- 
able and free creatures, its not always proving effectual 
is no argument of its inſufficiency, nor the leaſt ſhadow 
of proof that it is not worthy of and actually from God. 
And laſtly, if it be objected that it hath been the c- 
ei of ſuch confuſions, diſorders, miſchiefs and cala- 
mities in the world, as that it can never be imagined 
that God would be the author of an inſtitution that 
| ſhould be attended with ſuch fatal conſequences; I an- 
ſwer, That genuine chriſtianity hath never been the cauſe 
of any of the diſtractions and miſeries that have afflifted 
mankind, ſince its entrance into the world; tho” that 
Which bath been ſubſtituted in the room of chriſtianity 
too often hath. Nothing is more viſible and plain, than 
that the chriſtian religion is deſigned to calm the paffi- 
ons, and cure the vices of mankind. And if its princi- 
ples were but duly attended to, and its precepts heartily 
Tubmitted to, chriſtians would n maintain the mage excel" 
. 


LE 


hah diſpoſitions) + ha lead ati moſt inoffefifive.. and 
blameleſs lives; and this world would be, what Lpleaſe 
myſelf the next world ſhall be, an habitation of righte- 
guſneſs, peace and joy. The perfection of the chriſtian 
law as to all its moral precepts, and important motives, ; 
abundantly juſtifies the wiſdom and goodneſs of God in 
giving it; and he is no more anſwerable for men's cor- 


2 rupting and abuſing it, and refuſing to act agreeable to 
it, than he is 4 


br mon providence. 


cir abuſing the bleſſings of his com- ö 
Upon a full view, therefor of theſe and other ol 0 | 


ons, I think they are capable of a ſatisfactory anſwer; 


and as the evidence for the truth and certainty of the 
Chriſtian Religion ſtands in full force, I think myſelf 


bound to receive it as a revelation from God, mn. to re- 


N tiality i in my regards and attachment to Chriſtianity, 1 3 | 


TOR: my: faith, and hops, ang pratice by it. 


W Axp that I dt not bs chargeable. 3 par- 


have not only carefully examined the credentials it brings 


| to prove. its divine original, but I have alſo en Heaven —1 ; 
| honeſtly to compare it with other religions that are in 


the world, as far as I am, capable of underſtanding and 


Judging concerning them ;\ and this compariſon confirms 


me in the belief of the chriſtian wellen, ang een 
my eſteem and value for it. 


Paganiſm carries in it innumerable W of its im- 


piety and falſehood. The number of gods it hath intro- 
duced, the ſuperſtitions it countenances, the impure and 


barbaraus rites it warrants and preſcribes, are demon- 


ſtratiye proofs it hath no foundation in the reaſon and 


nature of things, and cannot be the appointment of or 


agreeable to the will of God, the ſupreme, ane ene 1485 


5 purity, wiſdom and goodneſs. 
As to Mahometaniſm, tho' it pretends to 10 "rib 


ter of a revelation. irom God, yet it hath all the evident 
marks of a real impoſture. The character of its author 


appears too ſuſpected ever to ſupport the honour of his 


being a meſſenger from God. His diſclaiming miracles 
to aiteſt the truth of his miſſion, is a plain acknowledg- 
ment of the weakneſs and falſehood of his pretences. 
The few. wonderfull things relptog} of him e at firſt 


A 


view to be fable and romance. His forbidding enquiries 
into the nature and principles of his religion, evidently” 
ſhews he was conſcious to himſelf that it would not bear 
them. © His propagating it by the ſword, is proof ſuffiei- 
ent that he knew it would not prevail with the weapons 
of reaſon and argument. The falſehoods it contains as 
to matters of fact, demonſtrate the ignorance or wicked- 
neſs of its founder, | The indulgences it gives to the ap- 
petites and ſenſual deſires of men, is a ſtrong argument 
of the badneſs of his own inclinations, and ſhews his re- 
| ſolution to facrifice «chaſtity and virtue to the prevalent. 
views ef ambition and power. Many of his precepts are 
abſurd and ridiculous, and unworthy the nature of true 
religion. And laſtly, the motives and rewards ſet before 
Aj men, and promiſed by him to encourage them to em- 
brace and Continue in his religion, are ſuited only to 
ſuch whoſe minds are oppreſſed with ſenſuality, and en- 
ſlaved to vice; no way: worthy of the known perfeQions* | 
of God, nor any way ſuited to the rational ſpiritual na- 
ture of man. And of conſequence a religion thus de- 
fective in its evidence, and falſe in its very conſtitution 
and frame, can never be the institution of 3 nor 
5 worthy of my reception and belief. 

As to the 7e 95 religion, tho“ u appears to „ 
many genuine marks of its being the appointment of 
God, yet I find that it could not in its nature be intend- 
ed for the religion of the world, becauſe ſeveral of its 


preceptsswere ſuch, as that by Nav the greateſt part f | 


the world could not poſſibly comply with them. It was 
an inſtitution peculiar to one particular nation and coun- 
1 try, and of conſequence as ſuch never did or could ob- 

nige the reſt of mankind. And as it was calculated for 


one peculiar people, ſo it appears to have been conſtitu- 


ted for a time only; the books themſelves, which con- 


tain the accounts of it, intimating that the ſceptre ſhould 


depart from Judah, that another prophet ſhould be raiſed up 
like to Moſes, and declaring that the days ſhould come when © 
G would this" #'ncv covenant with the houſe of Iſrael, 


and withzthe houſe of Judah, not according to the covenant 
that he made with their fathers, when he took them by the 


hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. Beſides this, 
there * to ** various * relating to a nou” 
F 2 
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which prepares for and leads to it; . 
dance . n the truth of that 3 deer of on of Be | 
Jeſus C wp 
N 2 only-begotten ſons" that whoſoever believeth in — = 
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. and gute ſtate of wings, * e un- 
der the government and reign of a particular perſon, 
foretold in different ages, deſcribed by various perſons, 
as to the time of his coming, the place of his birth, the 


nature of his works, his ſufferings and death, his reſur- 


| rection and kingdom, and! other remarkable events that : 
| . Ba. And as 49000: © e Airs circum= 


; * aid. jar" Fon in- bret pe | * 


. Upon all theſe ehen es, 1 great iy myſe to 4 


| Chriſtian 4. and am conſcious that; I have not taken up, 


the profeſſion. of Chriſtianity by chance, or in compli- 


ance with the cuſtom of my country, or meerly thro” "Y 
the force of education: But as my faith is the reſult of 

a ſerious examination and impattial enquiry, and as 1 
am perſuaded that its pretences to revelation and a di- 


vine original are ſupported with all the ſtrength of argu- 


ment and proof that the nature of the thing will bear, 
or a reaſonable mind can deſire, I think it both my duty 
and intereſt to ſubmit to it as an inſtitution from God. 
And till I can ſee the evidence of it diſproved, or the 
religion of Chriſt itſelf demonſtrated to be irrational and 
abſurd, I am determined by the grace of God to hold 
faſt my profeſſion: to the end, ſeeking after the kingdom 
_— — 


of everlaſting glory by the practice of _ 


riſt, That God ſo loved the wworld, that he 
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ne the will. of God, e nd Tomy with 
whatever ſhall appear to he hi vill. | 

This is a neceflary preparation for ich; knowledge: of 

5 — truths, To be willing to know, and ready to prae- 

tiſe; without which, men not only may be eaſily deceiv- 


ed by others, but are in effect determin' d before hand to 


deceive themſelves. Where there is an unwillingneſs to 
part with luſts and pleaſures and wordly intereſts, there 
muſt. of courſe be à d ſie that the Chriſtian Religion 
ſhould not be true, and a: willingneſs. to favour and em- 
brace any argument that is; brought againſt it, and to 
cheriſh any doubts and ſeruples that ſhall be raig'd con- 
Cerning it. From a mind ſo. diſpos d and ſo prejudie d 
in favour of the enemy, Chriſtianity eannot expeck a fair 
hearing, but on the contrary all the diſadvantage and op- 
poſition that luſts and paſſions can ſuggeſt. And there- 
fore our Saviour lays down this, as the true foundation, 
of divine knowledge, I any mam will do God's: ⁊uill, be 
Hail knoau of the doctrine, whether it be of Cod; ; implying, 
that a:ſincere-defire to know the truth, with an honeſt = 


_ diſpoſition. to conform our wills and affections: to it Fg 


when known, is the beſt preſervative, againſt error in re- 
 ligion,/and carries with it a well-grounded aſſurance f 
the divine aid, to aſſiſt perſons ſo diſpos'd in their enqui- 
ries after truth. And the words do alſo carry in them 
this other aſſertion That whoever is 10 firſt ſincerely 
diſpos'd to do the will of God, he ſhall be in great dan- 
ger of not knowing the doctrine whether it be of req 5 
a We wanne in a er of 1 men and error. 
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ed you for the right undenfanding of vir will: Particularly; 


in reading the ſcriptures, and making them farniliar to 


you, and comparing one part of them with another; by, 
which a moderate capacity may make conſiderable ad- 


vancement in the knowledge of religion. And you 


muſt not fail to pray to God, that in all your ſearches 


and enquiries after the truth, he will be pleas'd to guide 
and direct you by his Holy Spirit; which he is always 
ready to vouchſafe to every humble and ſincere mind. 
And if after all your endeavours, you meet with difficul- 


ties of any kind ; have recourſe to ſomt perſons of piety 
and learning, upon whoſe knowledge and judgment you 


believe you may ſafely rely. Only beware; that the dif- 
ficulties be not owing, either to a willingneſs on your 


part to raiſe them, or to the indulging yourſelves in 


over-curious and needleſs enquir ies. 
ent, t n nnn 
III. Arr. yon have ſecur'd the ſincority of your orb 
hearts, attend to the lives of thoſe" 4vho endeavour to ſoduce 
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pou, or ꝛbhom yon ſee endeavouring to ſeduce others „ Whe- 
hey have been fo- 


ther, in the general courſe of them, t 
ber, and regular, and virtuous; or, on the contrary, vi- 


cious and irregular.” If the latter, do not wonder that 
they take ſo much pains to reaſon themſelves into Infi- 


delity, without which their minds cannot be eaſy in the 


enjoyment of their vices; nor that they become advo- 


cates for it, and are induſtrious to gain proſelytes, on 


purpoſe to keep themſelves in countenance, and to make 
their vices leſs infamous, by being more faſhonable. 


Take it for granted, that ſuch men are enemies to religi- 
on, for no other reaſon; but becauſe religion is an ene- 
my to their luxury and luſts. For as it hath been alrea- 
dy obſerv'd under the firſt head, that a mind virtuouſly 
diſpos'd and ſincerely deſirous to underſtand” the will of 


God, is the beſt preparation for the khowledge of the 
truth; ſo is a vicious mind and a willingneſs and inclina- 


tion to diſbelieve, the natural and neceſſary parent of 
error and deli. ee 


And as ſome are naturally led by their lufts, to oppoſe 
the doctrines of chriſtianity ; ſo others are led by pride 


and /elf=conceit, to raiſe doubts and diſputes concerning 
any opinions and doctrines which are generally receiv'd 


> 


1 


und eſtabliſh'a, * ai * it ma 1 8 
doctrines they oppoſe are agrecable to all 1 — principles 


of virtue in general, and of chriſtianity in particular. 


Such men dit kein to think in the common Way z and, va- 
luing themſelves upon a more than ordinary ſhare of 


knowledge and penetration, do always affect novelty and 
_ ſingularity. in opinion. Which oppoſeng humour was well 


expralſs'd by one of our modern advocates: for Infidelity, _ 
in what, he is reported to have ſaid to one of his tellow- 
192 to this effect, That if his own opinions were 
gabliſb to day, he would oppoſe them to morrow. 


en therefore you obſerve any perſon to be eager and 


forward in raiſing doubts and ſcruples about the doc. 


rines of chriſtianity, who alſo on other occaſions appears 


to take a delight in diſputing, and wrangling, and op- 
poſing the general ſentiments of mankind; wonder not 
at it, but place it, as you well may, to the account of 
pride and ſelf-conceit, . the eee are. wh; WES 


a . of contradiction. 


5 


5 IV. . „ , flue of + 
religion, that is avritten in a ludicrous or pp PS man- 

ner; tale it fon granted that it proceeds from a depray'd N 
mind, and is written with an irreligious r 


Such books are calculated, not to inform the under- 
o ſtanding, but toggorrupt the heart. There is no ſubject, 


how grave or ſublime ſoever in it ſelf, but may be turn- 


ed into jeſt and ridicule z and by being ſo turn'd, ny, be 
made to appear mean and deſpicable. . And the p 


3 Wo Infidelity very well — that if by this — 
can take off the reverence that belongs to reli» 
the minds of the people are eaſily carried into a 
5 of it and. indifference about it; Which is of 


cCourſe an inlett to vice; and vice quickly improves an 
indifference about religion, into a prejudice againſt it, 


and by degrees into a profeſs'd enmity to it. Be ſure 
therefore to avoid this ſnare; and do not only lay aſide, 


but abhor all ſuch books. as turn religion into jeſt and 
mirth;: For, next to the writing and publiſhing them, 


there is not a more certain ſign of a depray'd and irreli- 
gious mind, than the ein wy: mans 1 aue e 
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nn of ring Bevel reaſon as youm only guide. 


For reaſon, without the aſſiſtance given it by revela= 

tion, has in fact appear d to be a very inſufficient'guide, 

For Which We may Ar o'the endleſs and irreconcile- 
e 


uble differences among ancient philoſophers,/ not 


only in ſpeculative opinions, but in the great rules of 
„lawful or unlawful; 
and even in the chief end or coal Which man ought to 
propoſe to himſelf in order to his happineſs. And * 
would be very ſtrange, to ſuppoſe that the generality of 
mankind have ſufficient ieiſure and ability to enter into 
the depths of philoſophy, and to compare the opinions 


duty, as to what is right or 


of the ſeveral philoſophers, and to determine, upon the 


foot of natural reaſon, which of them is in the right and 
Which in the wrong. And much more extraordinary 
would it be to expect, that for the ſake of ſuch an un- _ 
certain and impracticable rule, they ſhould lay aſide a 
plain, clear and uniform ſcheme of duty, obvious to thje 
1 55 3 eee and NE atteſted to come from 
9 But ſuppoſe the Shilelbyhers) ad furniſ'du us wi: * 
| 125 ent and uniform ſcheme of moral duties, which they 
are very far from having done; there are was other 
things that revelation has diſeover'd to us, whic 
either wholly unknown, or known very imperfectly, to 


the beſt and wiſeſt among them, and yet are abſolutely 


neceſſary to give mankind a full knowledge of their du- ; 
ty, and to make them proceed in it with comfort and 
conſtaney. Such are; the way in which an acceptable 


wworſhip may be perform'd to the ; the certain 


method of obtaining pardon. of fin, and ese det to 


God, and ſupernatural aſſiſtance to enable us to do his 
will z and, that moſt powerful motive to duty and obedi- 
ence, the full aſurance of rewards and puniſhments in 
another life, according to our behaviour in this; without 

a ſirm perſwaſion of which (much firmer than any phi- 


loſopher ever arriv'd to) it is morally impoſſible that 


mankind, in this corrupt ſtate, ſhould be reſtrained from 


exceſs and wiolencc, and I na Oo and or- 
dene courſe of eat i e 


But the truth i is 3 nat natural religion, as s fe * bena re- 


Were 


= oat bh 
Felatidn "by "cur ebe advocates for aht, is ve 


i ig that which the wiſeft of the ancient 2 4 
ophers | diſcoyer'd by the * of reaſon; and this, in 
ith the one, the ene f 
yirtue 
and goodneſs; ; but Wich the other, the great aim Teems | 
to be to gra them; and fo, their main obſection a- 


5 ſome 13 material points. n 


ment of the appetites was their great foundation o 


gainſt chriſtianity muſt be, that it requires elf-denial, 


and lays reſtraints upon the irregular” a petites of man- 
kind. The ancient moraliſts labour'd by all the argu- 


ments they could find, to N themſelves what they 
| thought a comfortable kope « 0 


lieve, that our modern reaſoners do not wiſh or deſire 


| that theſe' things may be true; on the 'eontrary, he 


great aim of all their endeavours ſeems to be, to root 


 _ the apprehenſion of them out of the world. The wiſeſt 


and moſt learned of the philoſophers of old, ſaw and la- 


mented their own ignorance, and the imperfeQtion of 


the utmoſt knowled e that natural reaſon can attain to, 


and the great neceſſity there was of ſome further light. | 
But our der philoſophers are ſelf-ſufficient, fo far _ 
from defiritg further light of any kind, that it is one 


part of their character to diſclaim all afſiſtance, even 


f ; * * . | $ 9 
12 — | 4 
Wy... 36 * * F ' ö ' . i 4 


the immortality of the foul _ 
and a future ſtate; but there is too much cauſe to be- | 


— - 


though it be from a divine revelation. ' The ancients” 


preſerv d the greateſt reverence for things ſacred ; but 
their pretended ſucceſſors in our times, turn every thing 
that is ſacred into jeſt and ridicule. 80 that, natura 


religion, as now contended for among us, ſeems not to. 5 


be meant for à rule of duty, but only a ſpecious name, 
to be ſet up againſt revelation, and to prove chriſtianity, 2 


not only as to the doFrina/ but even the moral part of it, 


bY to be a needleſs inſtitution; And certainly there cannot 
be a greater ſign of a perverſe and deprav'd mind, than 


te endeavouring to depreciate it; as it is an inſtitution, | 
that contains in it the religion of nature explain'd im- 


. pron 'd, and rais'd to greater degrees of purity and per- 


ction; (regulating the inward thoughts as well as the 


outward' actions; requiring us to abſtain not only from 


fin, but from all tendencies to it; not only from evil, but 
from all appearance of evil; commanding us to love and 


do * to our enemies as well 28 * and EE i 


: oy + 
8 L 5 0 . 
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1 7 : 25 | Rot pur Caution, De. 
dhe tie ables both of moral and chriſtian: TOP : 


motives and obligations. ſtronger by far, than any that 


£ st reaſon can ſuggeſt; 5) as it lays down. a plain and 


eaſy rule of life, adapted to the meaneſt as well as the 5 


_ BR capacities; as the precepts of it are excellently 


calculated for the peace aud happineſs. of x AIG by 
_ haying/the ſtrongeſt reſtraints upon their irregular paſſi- 
ons (anger, hatred and revenge,) and every where incul- 


_ cating. the moſt amiable leſſons of meekneſs, benevo- 


lence, and forgiveneſs ; as it, requires and enforces a 
ſttriet obſervance of the duties belonging to the feveral 
relations of mankind to one another, on which the peacc 
and order, not only of private families, but of public fo- 
 cieties, ſo greatly depend; as it furniſhes us with the 
beſt motives, and moſt ſubſtantial arguments for comfort 
in the time of affliction, and enables us to bear all the 
evils of this life with patience and contentment z and fi 


naly, as it opens to us a moſt comfortable view. of hap- 


ineſs and. immortality in a future ſtate. How, fuch an 
inſtitution. ſhould become the object of their hatred and 
_ diſlike, is not to be accounted for, but from ſomewhat 
very corrupt and irregular in their hearts; which makes 


them firſt averſe to the purity it requires, and, for * 


fake of O's prolein's. enemies to the inſſitution it ſelfl. 


9 D 0 not rechan 55 5 N f any 3 47 . 5 


- trine to be really doubtful, n 3 e men 3 
make a doubt of it. | 

There are monſters in mind, as s well as in body; 3 and 5 
it is an old obſervation, that chere was no opinion ſo ab- 


| ſard, but what ſome philoſopher had held. The truth is, 


follies and abſurdities in opinion are without end, where 


men give themſelves up to ſcepticiſm, and at the fame 
time are poſitive and conceited, and afraid that they ſhall 
not ſufhciently diſtinguiſh themſelves, and tranſmit their 
names to poſterity with advantage, but by broaching odd 
and ſingular notions, and by thinking N from 
the generality of mankind; which leads them of courſe 


to oppoſe whatever is generally receiv'd and eſtabliſh'd. 1 


And when the doctrines which they ſet themſelves to 


overthrow, are ſuch as curb and croſs the corrupt and 


5 N deſires, of mat; and their own . doctrines 


— 


9 4 . x . 4 Y _ * EY 
, , 1 es 
3 1 . . | Fi 
: 4 — 4 . 4 * 
0 4 f \ Ka , 
1 5 , 4 ** 115 2 i 7 a. 6g * 
2 & 2 | | ; E 


come Frhpbnohded by giving full liberts "7 Felgner 3 
to the irregular appetites of men, and by leflening their 3» 
apprehenfſons of a future account, it is not to be won= . 5 
1 55 der'd that they gain proleſytes. * 8 1 
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VII. . HEN a lente is ſuffi tte nel to _ 
m Cot, let it not weaker your faith, if you cannet clearly 5 
Tee the fituefs and expedience of every part it. | 
This would be, to make yourſelves as Knowing as 
God; whoſe wiſdom js infinite, and the depth of whoſe 
1 diſpenſations, with the reaſons and ends of them, are not 
| to be fathom'd by our ſhort and narrow/comprehenfions. 
| God has given us ſufficient capacitPto know him, and 
to learn our duty, and to judge when a revelation comes 
from him; which is all the knawledge that is heedful to 5 
us in our preſent ſtate. And it is the greateſt folly as 
well as preſumption in any man, to enter into the ecun- 
ſels of Cod, and to make himſelf a judge of the wiſdom 
of, his diſpenſations to ſuch a degree, as to conclude that 
| this or that revelation cant come from God, becauſe 
| he cannot ſee in every reſpect the find and reaſenable- 
1 , of it: To fay, for inſtance, that either we had no 
need of a Redeemer, or that a better method might have 
deen contriv'd for our redemption and upon the whole, %%% 
not to give God leave to ſave us in his own way. In Toon 0 
theſe cafes, the true inference is, that the revelation is „ 
therefore wiſe, and good, and juſt, and fit to be receiv“ “L “ 
and ſubmitted to by us, becauſe. we have ſufficient re | 
ſon to believe that it comes from God,” For fo ä 
has made us competent judges, in as UT! .  - "3 
reaſon informs us what are the proper evidences of a d> ' . - |} 
bine revelation; but-he has not let us into the ſprings = re | | 
ö 
ö 


: — 


his adminiſtration, nor ſhown us the whole compaſs of 
it, nor the connexion of the ſeveral parts with one an. 
other; nor, by conſequence, can we be capable to judge 
. adequately of the fitneſs of the means which he makes 
uſe of to attain the ends. On the contrary, the attempt © 
ing to make Juch a judgment, is to ſet ourſelves in the | 
place of God and to forget that we are frail men; that 
is, ſhort-fighted and ignorant creatures, who know verr gx 
little of divine matters, further * it Jab 12 8 808 wm 5 13 0 
de reveal then to. Us. ps CL OST 
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VII. e nat gourſehves, to. be. dnn 


bo: more plain and direct proofs of the truth of thri janity, ; ta. 
Ds Proofs © which however good are leſs ow to common. — Fg: 
cilier. This is an artifice uſual, with writers who A 5 


in a bad cauſe, to labour, in the firſt place, to fix 


merits of the cauſe they oppoſe, upon ſome point which 
either has httle relation to, it, or at leaſt is not the main 
point; and then to run into ſuch proofs as are moſt re- 
mote and intricate z and both theſe, on purpoſe to draw 


e readers attention from the true ſtate, of t e caſe, and 


from the proofs which are molt plain, ſtrong — direct. 
. There are many ſorts. of proofs,. by which the truth of 1 
13 chriſtianity i 18 {uppexted ; as 1, .I'VPES. 2, PROPHECIES. 8 


The. GENERAL EXPECTATION of Chriſt's. coming bay 


* that time, 4, The MigzactEs he wrought, 5, His gf 
 DieTIONs of his own death, and. reſurrection, and 21 


many other events, which were punctually fulfilled: 


And 6, The 1 peedy and wonderful PROPAGATION of De 
the goſpel, after his death. But all theſe, tho in them- 
ſelves cogent and concluſive, , are not equally plain * | 


IMF to PE capacity. 


* inſiſted on, as prefiguring a Fering Saviour, could 
not be applied to Chriſt by the Jews. who lived before his 
coming, becauſe, they expected a temporal Prince and a 
: triumphant Saviour; but they are expreſly applied to 
ö him, and repreſented as centring in him, by the inſpired 
Writers of the New Teſtament, and particularly by Is 
165 Paul, who e his inſtructions eee 
fe heaven. EZ 
In like manner, he Proraneiks of the ou Te- 4 
: 3 as foretelling the time, place and other circum- 
ſtances of the birth, life, death, and reſurrection of the 
Meſſiah, with many particulars concerning the nature f 
his kingdom, and the times of it, are not only applied to 
him by the inſpired writers of the New Teſtament, and 
bp the ſucceeding chriſtians in all ages, but were ſo bs 
plied by the ancient Jewiſh writers themſelves, long be- 
fore the coming of Chriſt into the world. From whence 


The YPES which the chrittian BE SB of all a5 


aroſe that general expeFation of his coming at that time, 


Which we find atteſted by the concurring evidence * ; 
Jong Chriſtian, and n Writers. W 1 lng ie 
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- But * che evidence Wks from 1 


5 ** rophecies, is now by. length of time, and e TY 
bol place, and change of cuſtoms, become obſcure and 
difficult to the generality of people, and cannot be tho= 

_ roughly diſcuſſed 1 Con a great variety of knowledge 5 

concerning the ancient Jewiſh cuſtoms, og the authori- 
© K. their writings, and the exact calculations of time; 
all which require much ſtudy, and leave room to ilk 
minded men to diſpute and cavil, and to perplex readers 


Who are unacquainted with the learning and hiſtory of 


Ke, 1 ages: For theſe reaſons, the promoters of infide- - 


might well hope. to find their account in reſting the 


whale evidence of chriſtianity upon the 4 N =o : 


mo of the Old Teſtament ; partly to furniſh wicked 


minds with objections, and fill weak minds with doubts; 
and partly to draw and divert mankind from attending 
to the more plain, Prong, and TOR. evidences. of; ap e 
truth of chriſtianfty. „„ 
Too avoid this ſnare, fix your mind kedfaſtly wack the NE 
teſtimon oy of fats which. are undeniable, and upon conſe= _ 
owing from them, which are pin and e 5 


| 8 
to the meaneſt capacities. 5 


3. As to the fact e e in the New ont : 18 5 
they have the fulleſt teſtimony, that any ancient hiſtory 
can have: They are tranſmitted to us by perſons -who 


were eye-witneſſes of them, or at leaſt contemporar 
with thoſe that were ſo, of whom they had diligently 


enquired. Perſons, to whom no fraud, inſincerity, O f | 
immorality of any kind, was ever objected: 80 far from 
being ſuſpeQed of deſign. or contrivance, that they were : 


1 2 deſpiſed both by Few: and Gentile, as ſimple and igno- 


rant men; not 'moyed by any proſpect of riches, ho- 5 


nours, or other temporal advantage, but on the contrary 
expoſed to continual perſecutions upon the ſingle ac- 


count o NH eir giving teſtimony. to thoſe facts; in which, 
anding, they perſevered to the laſt, and were 

ready to ſeal the truth of their teſtimony with their py 
blood, as we are Aurel ſeveral of them did. Nor gan 

there be the leaſt doubt, whether. thoſe were the dex 

| perſons, who, recorded the facts as conveyed to us; ſince 

we find the books by which -they have been,.conveyed, 
m, and went . ner EEO 
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every age ſinec; and not only received as fuck th me 
ſeveral. chriſtian churches, but admitted both by Jews 0 
and Heathens in their writings againſt chriſtianity.” We 
alſo find, by the numerous paſſages Which they cite from 
i. them, and by the early tranſlations of the books them- 
ſelyes into ſeveral languages, that they are the fame with 


thoſe we now have; and are moreover aſſured, that the ; 


| original writings of ſeverals of them were preſeryed' For 


ſome ages, and frequently appealed to by the Chriſtians, 
in Ne: difputes with heretics, "Theſe. are the known 


evidences, to prove that any ancient book, whether ſa- 


| ered or profane, was really written by the perfor whoſe 


name it bears; Nw it appears by what has been ſaid, 


that they m may by applied ick greater ſtrictneſs and j Ju- 
ſtice to the New Tel ament, than to any ancient writing 


whatſover; particularly, in the point of ſo many perſons 


laying down their lives, in teſtimony of the truth or, the 5 | 
1 doctrines and facts contained in them. | | 


4. As to the conſequences from Mole: falts, 11 'the 1 


application of them in order to ſatisfy your ſelves con- 


5 cerning, the truth of chriſtianity; begin with the Gun. 


nA, ExPECTATION their was of à Meſſiah or a great 
_ prophet and deliverer, about the time that our Sayiour 
came. And for the' proof of this, you need 91 ng. fur- 
; ther, than the writings of the evangeliſts. - 
5. But let your chief regard and attention be oy thi 5 
teſtimony of MiracrEes ; thoſe mighty works which 


were wrought by Chriſt and his apoſtles. For this is in 


its nature a moſt ſure, plain and eaſy proof; which the 
meaneſt capacities are capable of apprehending and en- 
tring into; and which therefore was evidently intended 
to be the principal means of convincing all mankind of 
the truth of chriſtianity. To deny that our Saviour 
wrought many and great miracles, on all occaſions, dir- 
ing the whole courſe of his miniſtry, before multitudes | 
of people in the preſence of enemies as well as friends, 
with a bare word, and with real and permanent effects, 
is to deny the evidence of ſenſe, and to deſtroy at once 
che truth of all hiſtory whithwer; ; and in this particular 
it is to deny that which the bittereſt enemies of chriſti- 
1 * old had not the hardineſs to _— — * (as : 


work miracles by any power, 


. het thighs miracles were wrought by. e 
aſſiſtance of evil ſpirits, is to we into the n 


3 with which our Saviour juſtly ch larges them, cv —_ 
_ ſatan caſts out ſatan :/ that à perſon whoſe life was _ - 
holy, and his doctrine Aivine, pure, and heavenly, was „ 


all the while carrying on the work of the devil; and, 
| that a preacher of righteouſneſs, juſtice, mercy, charity, 
truth, meekneſs, patience and peace, could: be. enabled to 
gs was divine... 

And therefore-we find, that Chriſt: himſelf. often ap- 

- peals to his works, or the miracles. wrought by him, as 
full and convincing teſtimonies of his coming from God. 
nor does Chriſt only to his works, and enable 
| is apoſtles to do ſigns and | wonders. in order to the pro- 
pagation of the goſpel,” but he grounds the great guilt of 
the Jews who rejected him, on their having feen by | 
works, and yet not been convinced by them 
Ihe appeals-which our Saviour makes to his regs ts 
together with the immediate cenvictiens wrought bx; 


them, are joint teſtimonies of the propriety and ellicacy | 3 . 


of the argument drawn from thence. And fince mira- 
cles could be no teſtimony at all, if they were not true 
and real, thoſe appeals and convictions are of themſelyes' 


© ſufficient, to ſhew the vanity and wildneſs of aà late at- 1 | 


tempt, to prove that aur Sayiours . miracles were mereh 


Allegorical, in which it is hard to perſuade one's. f 4 5 = 1 
FTT... mindy;cap be ſerious and = 


in earneſt. 


The truth 1 is, the 1 of an e and my- FF 5 Wb. 


ſtical meaning, excluſive of the literul, carries in it fo «+ 
5 many ſtrange abſurdities, that nothing could lead any 
one into it, but either great weakneſs of underſtanding, 

or great diſorder of mind, or very ſtrong prejudices a- 

ud the Chriſtian Religion. For inſtance; that when 


riſt appealed to his works, as he often did, to prore 


his divine miſſion, he meant only allegorical and not real 


Works; that when, the people aſked one another, he- 


ther the meſſiah when he came, would do greater Works 

| than theſe, they did not mean real, but only imaginary fi 
works; that w Chriſt bad the diſciples of John the 
baptiſt tell thett- maſter, what cures; they e een 
Wann eden a $218 


* 
= 


by 
+ 
tn 
F 
1 
i 
t 


- 
— » 


= — —ä6 wc 


8 4 


"a 4}; 5 | | 4 71 Rua and 


p meant rea eures; chat We" 


TH wh. 5 
ang the 1 cures which" the prophets cel nad nm 


> methah Thould work, neither the prophets nor Chriſt 


were © converted” upon Teeing Chriſt heal che fick, and 


+ raiſe to life thoſe Hef had been dead, did not Ne them = 


; + Np 


iſ to; be fick or dead, and then alive or whole again, 


and ſo had no real ground for their converſion; that ; 5 
When the multitudes came to be healed, upon their hav- 


ing ſeen the miraculous cures that Chriſt had wrought ? : . 


upon others, they had really ſeen nothing, to induce and 
—— them to come to him; that when the leper 


"came back to thank our Saviour, Uk was not really heal- 

; E but came to return thanks for nothing; that when 
YE. the! people were amazed to ſee the miracles he did, they 
were amazed at nothing ; that when the Jiu Farid the 
ſucceſs of his keg” and called a council to prevent. 
it. they were afraid only of ſhadows, and conſulted a- 

bout nothing ; that when they perſecuted him and fought 
to ſhy him, for healing a lame man on the fabbath-day, 


he had really wrought 1 cure. 


grounds of the chriſtian teligi gion, and the dodrines of it, 


may not be diſcuſſed at all times, in a calm, decent, and 


ſerious way (on the contrary, T am very ſure, that the 
more N they are AiſeuNed, 


treated either in a ludicrous, or a reproachful manner, and 


_effeQtually to "diſcourage fuch books and writings, aas 
ſtrike equally at the foundation of all religion, and of bd 
truth, virtue, ſeriouſnefs, and good manners; : iy and. by 
: | conſequence at the foundation of . 
6. But to return. To the miracles of our " Shyidiy, | 
ae may well add, as further teſtimonies” of a divine 


l 


civil ſociety.” 


power, his PxenicTIONs of many events, which were 


_ afterwards punctually fulfilled; that he ſhould ſuffer at 
1 * there he ſhould be 3 unto o che . 


* 


great number of Jews | who, x 


© © Theſe are ſome of the ſhockihg Bfubtities; which at 
den "that Wild Imagination” of miracles wholly myſtical 
and alleporical,” wil without a Titeral meaning. /. > 7h 
the Blaſphemous Manner in which a late writer has taken 
the liberty to treat our Saviour's miracles and the author 
of them; though I am far from contending, that the 


the more firmly they will 
ſtand,) yet 1 cannot but think it the duty of he civil 
magiſtrate at all times, to take care that religion be not 


the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and of the whole Jeu 
nation, with the ſeveral circumſtances of it: as to 


TTY oe 


75 1 qu i IN al unto the ſcribes, hh wot denies 5 ns 


to death, and deliver him to the Gentiles to be 
mocked, and ſcourged that Judas was the perſon who 


would betray him; chat the other diſciples would for- 

fake him; that, particularly, Peter would deny him 
' thrice 3 5. that, as to the manner of his death, it ſhould be 
cruciſixiom; and that he ſhould riſe again the third day. | 


To which we may add, his foretelling the manner of St. 


Peters death, and that St. John ſhould live to ſee the 
- deftrudtion of Feruſalem ; together with the perſecutions 


which ſhould befal the apoſtles after his death, and the 


mifſion of the Holy Ghoſt to comfort and enlighten 
| - them, and to enable them SITY, to. preach and 
| propagate the goſpel. 


But moſt-re markable to this purpoſe, is «ths foretellin 2 


time of its coming, the deſtroying of the city, the demo- 


hing of the temple, the judgments upon the nation in 


general, and their final diſperſion : all which were dif- - 
tinctly foretold by Chriſt ; and are atteſted by e, x 


(an hiſtorian of their own nation who lived at that time) 


to have propel. come. to Nils, according.. to. ne. 
prediQtions, 1 bo A OS 
As to the time; our. 8 having enumerated Y Es 


diſmal calamities, that were coming upon the Jews de- 
elares, that that generation . ſhould not paſs, till 

things were 1 and he ſuppoſes, that ſome of thoſe 
to whom 

their coming, 
all theſe things, know that it is near, even at the doors ; and, 

after his reſurrection, he intimates that St. Jahn ſhould | 

live to ſee thoſe terrible judgments ; which in ſcripture KY 
are expreſſed by his coming, and which were all execut- N 
ca, according to thoſe predictions, in leſs than forty 

55 years from the time they were denounced, _ _ 


all theſe ED 


ſpake when he enumerated the ſigns of 
ould be then alive, Ye, when y by 7 ſee 


— 


Next, the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the circum- 


ſtances of it are thus foretold by our Saviour; Thine 


enemies ſhall caft a trench about. thee, and om thee round, 
and keep thee in an every fide, and ſhall lay thee even with 


the ground, and thy children within thee, and ſball not leave 
in ied one * 0. another. — Then Ju be 1 tribu. 
N H 


8 86 e Rule and dau, Er. 5 5 
0 Wy 0 7 1 N 1 
3 3 £ fuch, as as. not 4 ince the dinning, of, the want; 4% 
i time, m0, mor ever ſhall be, All whic 


raifed by the ſoldiers in three days, ſo that none could 
5 5 out; upon which th re enſued 2 moſt dreadful fa- 

mine, the ſtores and granaries having been burnt and 
conſumed before, in the Teditious quarrels and fightings - 

among themſelyes, under three ſeveral factions, endea- 
Yo vouring to devour one another. The city being taken, 


* 


Was leyelled with the ground, as if it had never been 1 in- 7 12 


habited; and what by famine, by fire and ſword, and by . 
their laughters of one another, eleven hundred thouſand 
Fewws were deſtroyed, beſides ninety ſeven thouſand who 


were taken pritoners z the nation at that time being ga- Pl 


thered together at e . to celebrate the pallover. 
The deſtruction of the Temple is thus foretold by our 
Saviour, There ſhall nat be left here one fone upon another, 
that Hall not be thrown down... And Toſephus tells us, 

. that Titus ordered the ſoldiers to lay the Temple, as well | 


as the city, even with the ground; and another of their 


writers mentions the fact of Turnus Rufus's digging the 


1 plot of ground on HY it an, with a plough- : 18 


Are. 


> "THE" judgments that oma fall upon hs nation in | 
neral, are thus expreſſed by our Saviour: Theſe be 5 . 


„ of vengeance. There ſhall be great diftreſs in the 


land, and wrath upon this people, and 3 they ſhall fall by Foe | 
edge of the ſword. Accordingly they were deſtroyed, to 
the number of two hundred thouſand and upwards, 3 in 


ſeveral ſieges, battles, Wc. in the towns and ccuntries ; to 


 belides the grand ſlaughter at Jeruſalem. Gia 
The following captivity and difperfion of thoſe who: re- 
mained, was alſo foretold by our Saviour; They /hall be 
led away captive into all nations,” and Feriſalem "ſhall be 
trodden dawn of the Gentiles, until the time of the Gentiles 
be ſulfilled. Accordingly 1 oſephus, after he has deſcribed 
the taking of Jeruſalem, ſpeaks of them as a people di/- _ 
| þerſed over the face of he earth; and particularly tells 
us, that the moſt graceful of the captives were referyed 
by Titus to be part of his triumph; that, of the remain- 
der, thoſe above ſeventeen years of age, were ſent into 
5 Egypt i in Chains, to be eren in ſervile offices ; and 


Was fulfilled, _ 
in Tin encompaſſing the city with a new fottification 0 


again a „ e 8 ; 


8 Sete of hel were tent into ſeveral | Weite for the 
uſe. of the theaters and public ſhows ; and that all under 
| ſeventeen years of age, were expoſed to faule. And ever 
ſince, to this day, Ki | 
people diſperſed eh. 


> forage been, and ſtill continue, 4 \ 
C 


7. From the Lots of our + Sit and the ful- 


filling of them, carry your thoughts to the ſpeedy and 


wonderful PROPAGATION of the GosPEL 3. and there alſo 


attered among the nations of the 
earth, without either „ or Ys or government 
of haz own. 


) 


8 kg will ſee the cleareſt evidences of a'divine power: a 
ew obſcure and illiterate men, without art or eloquence, i 


making head againſt the ancient religions of kingdom 


and countries, and all the while profeſſing themſelves to 
be the meſſengers of one who had been deſpiſed, and il! 
treated, and at laſt crucified, in his own country; and _ 
. under theſe diſadvantages, prevailing with multi- 
| tudes every where to be his diſciples, and to embrace 
his religion ; and this, notwithſtanding the contrariety 
| of its doctrines to the luſts, paſſions and prejudices of 
mankind, and the fierce oppoſition it met with from 
the powers of the world, and the terrible perſecutions 55 
which for ſome time were almoſt the certain portion of 
the profeſſors of it; without any encouragement to un- 
dergo them, but What was future and out of fight. In 
theſe circumſtances, nothing could lead them to attempt 
the propagation of it with any hope of ſucceſs, but a 


promiſe o divine aſſiſtance, and their firm reliance. upon 


IX. By e to 1 upan your tude 4 2 re- 9 "ig 
gard and reverence to things SACRED ; that is, to every 
thing that bears a relation to God and his religion, par- 
| ticularly his word, his name, his 42 his houſe and edi. 


nances, and his minifters. For theſe are viſible memori- 


als of God upon earth; and, as they are the Maude * 


means of „ an intercourſe between God and 


5 z nothing could have given them ſuch ſucceſs, but a 
divine power working with them; nor can any thing ac- - 
count for ſo many perſons ſealing the doctrine with their 
blood, in ſo many different parts of the world, but an 
15 abſolute aſſurance of the truth of what they taught, and | 

Þ future reward of their labour and goers 


—— o WL 4 . . 2 
—ũĩ—JT—U— ———— — — 
- 


Wd L 
n 1 3 


* f 


16 


man 3 A 8 HOP! 10 EP is : means hs 
keeping up in the mind an habitual reverence of God. 
- On: the. contrary, there is 45 a more evident teſtimony | 


of a corrupt and depraved diſpoſition, than an irreverent 


"2 treatment of things ſacred, a contempt of any. thing that 
U carries on it a divine impręſſion, or an obſtinate neglect | 
of any of thoſe ordinances which the wiſdom of God 
has appointed, to ſupport and preſerve” his religion in 
the world. When therefore you hear any perſon de- 
preciating the public duties of religion, and inveighing 
againſt ordinances of all kinds, and repteſenting public £0) 
aſſemblies, and regular miniſters for the adminiſtration 
of thoſe ordinances, to be uſeleſs, or at leaſt unnecefſa= 
ry; you have great reaſon to ſuſpect, that their final aim 


is, by bringing theſe, into diſuſe and contempt, to baniſh 


_ chriſtianity out of the nation. And by the ſame rule, 


whoever is ſeriouſly concerned to preſerve. our religion, 


and to maintain the honour of i it, mult take great care to 


preſerve in himſelf, and propagate in others, a conſtant 
and ſerious regard to every. thing that bears a relation to 


5 God, and to gonlider it as Je; on dah ACCOUNt. | 
p Particularly, - 


1. As to the 1 © of God; 4 ee we bad deli- 


5 180 by the prophets in the Old Teſtament, or bß 
Chriſt and his apoſtles in the New, is always to be con- 
|  fidered by us as a meſſage from God to men; and ho- 
ever conſiders it as ſuch, cannot fail of paying it the 
higheſt regard and reverence; much leſs can he fail of 


expreſſing, on all occaſions, his abhorrence of making it 


OE the ſubject of wit and jeſting, and of raiſing mirth from 
unſerious alluſions to the language or matter of it; 


which, however uſual in looſe company and among un- 


thinking people, is a very great degree of impiety and 


profaneneſs. As the ſcriptures contain the will of God, 


5 they are certainly entitled to your moſt ſerious N 
and the moſt proper teſtimony of your regard, is, to 


read them frequently and with attention ;, to have re- 
courſe to them as your great rule of duty, and the trea- 
ſure out of which religious knowledge of every kind is 
to be mainly drawn. In them, you find a contiuned 
mixture of precepts, promiſes and threatnings z firſt, to 


hou * Jour. * and to remind * of 1 it, and then 


pious and good men, and the numerous teſtimonies of 


God's favour to the righteous; and his judgements upon : 


the wicked. In the > 2:94 facred b you behold the 
various diſpenſations of God in the — 


| ſacred Oracles of: God. 


e IJ d © 
OT ol ſacred in order to preſerve upon the mind an habitu= _ 
al honour and reverence to God himſelf by not uſing it 


otherwiſe than ſeriouſly,” and not mixing it with our or- 


dinary converſation, and much leſs aa it to 
_ oaths, and curſes, and imprecations. Such a Es OS 
Auʒſe of his name, inſenſibly takes off the veneration that 
is due to his being; and by making him leſs and leſs fear- 
ed, emboldens men to be more and more wicked; and is 
accordingly ſeldom heard, but in looſe company and a- 
mong men of profligate lives. Wherefore, be careful to 
abſtain from a common and irreverent uſe of that ſacred 


name, and of all ſuch expreſſions as ſignify things of a 


religious nature, as our Faith, our Salvation, or the like 
and not only to abſtain from the undue uſe of them your 
ſelves, but likewiſe to take all paper occahons. to eu- 
preſs Jour diſſike and abhorrence of it in others, and 
eſpecially in thoſe ho are Placed has on: more 


immediate care. 


5 „%% ³O¹ADLwA e 
„ fan lisded and ſet apart, for ceaſing from our worldly 
care and labour, and meditating upon God, and paying he 


that honour and adoration, which he requires of us, an 


which belongs to him, as the creator, preſerver, and = = 
” dener af mankind, i "BUR! devout a — 
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And, together with these, e many examples 0 ;) 


„„ 
the world, and the glorious ſcenes of Providence, open- 
ing by degrees, and ſueceeding one another in a regular 
order, and at laſt centering in the Meſſiah. And, by _ 
obſerving the ſeveral ways in which God has revealed 
| Himſelf to mankind, you clearly ſee the excellencies of 
the chriſtian revelation above all others, in the purity it 
requires, and the rewards it propoſes. In theſe and the 
like ways, do the holy fcriptures at once delight and e- 
dify all thoſe who attend to them, and are converſant 
with them, and who Den and reverence them as the . 
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on 10 chis * 4s he of: the moſt efeQtulat aiding "4 
| keep alive religion in the world, both in the outward 
face'of 1 it, and in the hearts and lives of chriſtians ;, and 
nothing is more certain, than that it would quickly be 
| loſt and extinguiſhed among the generality of mankind, 


if it were not kept alive by the appointment of this day, 


for reviving upon their minds a ſenſe of God and their 
duty. "Wherefore let this be a day not only of reſt from 
labour, but alſo of meditation upon God and heavenly 
things; partly, in a devout attendance upon the public 
offices of religion, and partly by allowing a reaſonable | 
ou ion of the day to the private duties, of reading the 
holy ſcriptures 'and other good books, and inſtrufting 
your children and ſervants, and examining your own 8 
lives, and praying to God for a ſupply of Ser own * 
vate neceſſities, ſpiritual and temporal. 


4. Next to God's day, his Hobszk is to be inen 


| 2 as it is a place ſet apart for the performance of 
religious offices, and for the public adminiſtration of re- | 
 ligious ordinances, in which all chriſtians are bound to 
join. The duty of affembling for the public worſhip of 
God, appears to be a neceſſary part of the chriſtian reli- 
gion; as well from the' firſt inſtitution of the chriſtian 
Church, as from the general Pe of chriſtians 1 in all I”. 


8, and; all countries. 


© Now; if public aſſemblies be” neceſſary, the appoint. i 
ment of places for thoſe aſſemblies is alſo neceſſary; and 
as the place becomes ſacred, by the ſacred offices which 
are performed in it, ſo the true way of expreſſing our re- 
gard to the place, is a devout and religious attendance 
upon the offices; to conſider, that we go to the houſe of 
God, not for faſhion ſake, but for the ends of devotion 
and ſpiritual improvement; and accordingly to fix our 
attention, and to join ſeriouſſy and devoutly with the 


congregation in the ſeveral parts of divine ſervice. On 


the contrary, a wilful neglect of the chriſtian aſſemblies, 
4 and irreverent behaviour in them, is a con- 

tempt and profanation of the houſe of Sud," ad favours 165 

of a mind void of religion. 9 

F. As the houſe of God is rect on acoount of the 

5 religious offices that are nerformed in it; fo are the 
f Mrwis rns Who . thoſe offices, cd who have 


or a carele 
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ſwer the ends of ſuch —— By their hands the 


care. And as to the neceſſity of a regular miſſion, with» 


out which no. perſon may miniſter, publickly. in holy _ 
things; this appears, as well from the firſt inſtitution of 
a 6 church, and from the conſtant practice of it 
in all ages, as from the endleſs confufions that muſt un- 
5 avoidably enſue, if every one might ſet up himſelf to be 


holy ordinances of the chriſtian religion are adminiſten- 
ed, by their tongues the word of God is explained and _ 

enforced; and by their miniſtry many other bleſſings and 
benefits are derived to the people committed to their 


* 


nt to it 5 3 i, an- 5 1 5 


a public teacher, and intrude at pleaſure into the mini- 


j ſerial office, 


ably to their character. In which caſe, I am very far 


the goſpel, who - his. irregular life renders himſelf un- 


Whether therefore we regard the nature 
and original of their office, or the work they are employs - 
ed about; they are to be conſidered as God's miniſters, 
and to be received and reſpected under that character, 
unleſs they forfeit their title to xeſpeA, by living unſuit- 


from recommending them either to your love or eſteem, 
ſince I know it is impoſſible for you to pay either; there 


being no perſon. ſo truly the object of abhorrence and 
_ contempt in the bg bt of all good men, as a miniſter of 


worthy of his function and character. But let me cau- 


: tion you againſt being, N into a diſlike of the order 5 


itſelf, as unneceſſary Or 


of Infidelity, as one effectual expedient to baniſh the 
face of chriſtianity from among us. Let me alſo cau- 
tion you againſt cenſuring the whole Bach of the clergy - 


for the faults of a very few in proportion out of ſo. great 
a number, and againſt, chargi 


for this will of -courſe 
draw you into 3 1 * the ordinances of chriſtia- 
nity, or rather will aboliſh the ordinances themſelvesz 


and accordingly i it has been laboured by the promoters | 


lity, which may in reality 


guilt of diſabling 


ing that as vice or immora- 
be no more than indiſcretion 
"of imprudence. In general, let me caution you againſt 
a delight in cenſuring the clergy, and a 419 to make 
them appear mean and contemptible in the eyes of their 
people, by which s bring upon yourſelves the great 
m to do good in their ſeveral ſtati- 

ons; and if you. find 7 who are I _— * 
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 When'a'revelation is 


erfeAion of human nature, and pro- 


„ſuch a revelation demands the re: gard 


5 rational creature, ſo far as ſoberl y 


ſtianity requires no farther favour, than a fair and i impar- 


one , of 
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8 ly believed to come from 
Bod, and has been received an embraced as ſuch by ſo 
many ſucceſſive ages and different nations, and by multi. 
_ tudes of wiſe and good men in all thoſe ages and _nati- 
ons + When it lays down rules for our preſent” ftate, 
| 3 OE tends to holineſs, and peace, and the 


poſes to a future" ſtate of rewards or puniſh- 
= ments, W ef 2 unſpeakable and endleſs, according 
ti their obedience or diſobedience to the precepts'it lays 
down}; certain 2 
and attention o 8 
cConſider it, and to enquire carefully into the grounds : > 
it, as a matter in which he is nearly concerned. Chri- 
and doctrines of it; and 
for men who live in a country where it is publickly pro- 
ſeſſed, and where they haye all the proper and neceſſary 
| means of" information, not to attend to it at all, or to 
conſider it with ſuch indifference as if they thought 
8 themſelves unconcerned in it, is the higheſt degree of 
i and folly. Let me therefore 3 you, to, 
in Religion as a matter of great importance in it- 
ſelf, and ar Münte concern to every f 
not to ſuffer your ſelves, either to be diverted by the bu- 
ſineſs or pleaſures of the world, from regarding it, or 
þ 3 42 5 wicked men into an = Pe; that . . 


you; and 
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